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Always check activities and websites first to ensure suitability for your class. 
  



 

 

Work Scheme:  
The Seaside CHERTSEY  

MUSEUM 

Loan Box  Seaside    

          

Literacy 

Write a story about 
what it would be like 
to visit the seaside on 
a noisy train for the 
first time 

Read ‘The Night Mail’ 
by WH Auden and 
write your own poem 
about a train 

Compose a Victorian 
seaside poem 

  

       

       

       

Geography 

 Look at a map  Study the features      

 of Britain and find  of a Victorian seaside     

 key Victorian   town     

 Seaside resorts       

Art/Creative 

Design a Victorian 
postcard 

Create a sand picture Create a porthole 
picture 

Create an advert for 
a Victorian seaside 
resort 

        

        

        

History 

Discuss changing 
attitudes to swimwear  
- put the photos in 
historic order 

Discuss how visits to 
the seaside have 
changed over time - 
put the postcards in 
historic order 

    

        

        

        

Drama 

 Create a drama 
about arriving at the 
seaside for the first 
time. 

 Create a Punch and 
Judy Puppet show 

    

        

        

        

Other Suggestions 

        

        

        

        

        



 

 

CHYMS.2739/04: Black and white photo of a steam train circa 1937 

CHYMS.2001.028:

colour photographic print of Chertsey Station with the Flying Scotsman steam train passing through. 

Write a Story… 
 

Study these photos and write a story about arriving at the seaside by 
train for the first time.  

You can use the writing paper on page 6. 



 

 

Write a Poem about a Train Ride 
 
 CHERTSEY  

MUSEUM 

Materials Needed: 
 
 “The Night Mail ” by WH Auden 
 Train writing paper from page 6 
 
 
1. Read the poem. Currently found at http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/

schoolradio/subjects/english/poetry/classic_poetry_2/night_mail 

 

2.  Write your own poem! 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Write a Poem about going to the 
seaside in the past 

 
CHERTSEY  

MUSEUM 

Materials Needed: 
 
 Postcards and photos in loan box 
 Paper — you can use the writing paper on page 8 or 9 
 
 

1. Study the postcards and photos in the loan box.  

 

2. Think about what the seaside was like in the past. What was the same? 
 What was different?  

 

3. Write your own poem 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

   Seaside Geography 
 

Materials Needed: 
 
 Map of Britain 
 List of cities and seaside resorts to find 
 Photos and post cards 
 Paper for children to write features of seaside towns.  
 
 
 
1. Look at a map of Britain 

 

2. Find key big cities such as London, Manchester, Birmingham, Liverpool, 
 Newcastle, Cardiff and Edinburgh 

 

3. Identify the coast line 

 

4. Look for key Victorian seaside resorts, such as: Brighton, Blackpool, 
 Southend, Eastbourne, Llandundno, Ramsgate, Broadstairs, Margate, 
 Scarborough, Worthing and Hastings 

 

5. Now think about the features of a seaside town. What sort of things would 
 you expect to find at a seaside towns? 

 

6. To help, look at photos from sites like http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ 
 primaryhistory/victorian_britain/leisure/teachers_resources.shtml. (Please 
 check content is suitable for your class before using this site.) 

 

7. You can also use the photos, postcards and other objects in the loan box 
 to help come up with ideas. 

 

8. Some ideas: Sand, sea, shingles, coves, cliffs, promenade, pier, band
 stand, bathing machines, rock pools, hotels, shops, restaurants and ice 
 cream stand 

 

 



 

 

Design a Victorian Postcard 

Materials Needed: 
 
 Postcard template 
 White card to print template on 
 Felt pens  
 pencils 
 
 

 

1. What is a postcard?  

 

2. What goes in each space?  Examples: Picture on front, note to friends and 
 family on back on left, address on right, stamp in corner.  

3. Examine the postcards. What do you see on them?  

4. What do you write on a postcard? Think about the type of things that people 
would want to tell their friends and family at home about their holiday. 

 

5.  Write a postcard to someone as if you are on holiday at the seaside in the 
 past 

 

6. On the front of the postcard draw a picture of something to do with seaside 
holidays in the past. 

  

7. Add an address and draw a stamp. 



 

 

 
 

   
  _____________ 

 

  ________________________ 

 

  ________________________        ______________________ 

 

  ________________________        ______________________ 

 

  ________________________        ______________________ 

 

  ________________________        ______________________ 

 

  ________________________ 

 

   
  _____________ 

 

  ________________________ 

 

  ________________________        ______________________ 

 

  ________________________        ______________________ 

 

  ________________________        ______________________ 

 

  ________________________        ______________________ 

 

  ________________________ 



 

 

Create a Sand Picture  

Materials Needed: 
 
 Coloured sand 
 card 
 Glue (PVA or glue sticks can be used) 
 Pencil 
 A large cardboard box or flat container of some sort for each table. The chil-

dren can apply the sand  to their paper over the box so it catches any extra. 
 

 

1. Have the children design their sand picture with pencil on their paper. Keep 
the pictures simple with big blocks of each colour.  

 

2. Cover the areas of one colour with glue. Sprinkle on the appropriate colour 
 of sand. Shake off excess into flat container.  

 

3. Then do the next colour in the same way until the picture is finished.  

 



 

 

Create a Porthole Picture  

Materials Needed: 
 2 paper plates per child 
 Acetate sheets 
 Paint 
 Glue  
 Tape 
 Scissors  
 Pencils 
 Colouring pens 
 Coloured paper 
 Sparkly bits to decorate  
 Pipe cleaners (optional) 
 Sand (optional) 
 Shells (optional) 
 Googly eyes (optional) 
 Sequins for bubbles (optional) 
 Split pins (optional) 
 
 
1. Each person needs two plates.  
 
2. Cut a circle out of one paper plate, leaving the outer rim.  
 
3. Use blue paint or blue paper to cover the middle of the second plate. 
 The blue area will be the sea that you see through the hole in the front (the 
 porthole) 
 
4. Cut the acetate to cover the hole in the first plate.  
 
5. Tape or glue the acetate to the plate to create the ‘glass’ in the porthole  
 window. Ultimately the plates will be stuck together with the bottom  one 
 (this one will have the sea scene on it) right side up and the porthole (with 
 the acetate inside it) upside down on top. 
 
6. Create a sea picture to see through the porthole. You can use glue to 
 stick on sand, shells, green paper or tissue to make seaweed and fish. 
 The sequins can be glued on to make bubbles from the fish.  
 
7. Stick the plates together as described above using glue or split pins  (If you 
 use split pins, they will look like the bolts around the porthole.) 
 



 

 

Create a Poster for a Victorian 
Seaside Resort  

Materials Needed: 
 
 Images of advertisements for Victorian Seaside Resorts  

 Paper 

 Pencils 

 Felt Pens 

 

 

1. The teacher can search Victorian seaside resort advertising posters on the 
internet and put a few classic posters up on the whiteboard prior to the  

 lesson. 

 

2. Ask the children to study the posters. What do they see on them?  Have 
them think about the words, the colour scheme, the images, the fonts.  Make 
a list of the types of things that are found on them.  

 

3.  Have the children design and create their own posters and display them on 
 the walls.  

 



 

 

Discuss changing attitudes to 
swimwear 

Materials Needed: 
 
 Images of swimming costumes— historic and modern (There are a number 

of images in the photos and photo cards included in the box.) 

 

 

 

1.  Have the children study appropriate pictures of swimwear from the past and 
 put the photos in order. Why did swimming costumes change? Think about 
 both societal conventions and available fabrics.  

 

2. There is information and photos in the teachers notes, as well as from sites 
 such as:  

 http://www.victorian-era.org/victorian-era-bathing-costumes.html 
 http://www.victoriana.com/library/Beach/FashionableBathingSuits.htm 
 
3.  Children can do the Swimming Costume: Investigation sheet included in this 
 pack. 
 
 



 

 

 

Swimming Costume: Investigation      
      Pick a swim suit, draw it and describe it. 

Would a man or a woman have worn this swimming costume?  
__________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
How is this swimming costume different from what people would 
wear today?  
__________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
 

Name: 



 

 

Create a drama about arriving at the 
seaside for the first time 

Materials Needed: 
 
 A few props for each group — things like sun hats and parasols 

 Paper and pencil 

 

 

1. Think about what it would be like to arrive at the seaside for the first time. 
 Can any of the children remember the first time they went to the seaside?  
 What did they feel? Children can do worksheet on arriving at the seaside in 
 preparation for the drama. 
 
2. Possible things to think about: How do they feel after the journey? What do 

they see when they first arrive? What does the sea look like? What is the 
weather like? Is it crowded? What would they like to do first?  

 
3. Split into groups and create a drama about what it their experience. 
 



 

 

Name:          Date: 
 

Arriving at the Seaside  
 

Imagine you have arrived at the seaside for the first time. 
 
What do you see? Draw a picture 
 

 
What do you hear?  
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
 
What can you taste?  
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
 
What can you feel?  
 
____________________________________________
____________________________________________ 



 

 

Create a Punch and Judy show 

Materials Needed: 
 
 Punch and Judy puppets. Other usual characters — policeman, crocodile, 

the baby, and of course, the sausages 

 Paper and pencil 

 

 

 

 
 
1. Explain the history of Punch and Judy and the types of story lines that were 

usually in the shows.  
 

Here is a website which may be helpful. Please assess if suitable for your 
class before using:  

http://www.punchandjudyonline.com/ 
http://www.vam.ac.uk/content/articles/p/punch-and-judy-videos/ 
 
There are video clips of Punch and Judy shows online (search for Punch 
and Judy for schools for best results) but be sure to watch them before 
showing to assess if they are suitable for school children, as they may not 
be.  

 
2.  Children to create their own short plays and perform in groups. 
 



 

 

Name:            Date: 

 

Holiday Match Up 

The past Today 

Wool swimming costume  
 
 

Bikini  
 
 

Parasol 
 
 

Sun cream 
 
 

Straw hat 
 
 

Baseball cap 
 
 

Tin bucket  
 
 

Plastic bucket  
 
 

Stick of rock  
 
 

Punch and Judy 
 
 

Bathing machine 
 
 

What other things can you add to the list for each time 
period?  

Read the list of words. Match the word to the correct time. Some may 
belong to both. 



 

 

Name:            Date: 

 

Holiday Match Up 

The past Today 

 

Can you think of any other seaside objects to add to the 
two lists?  

Look at the pictures. Match each picture to the correct time period. 
Some pictures may belong in both. 



 

 

Web Links  

 Always check websites first to ensure suitability for your class. 
  

The Seaside Weblinks 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/victorian_britain/leisure/
teachers_resources.shtml 
 
www.victorian-era.org/victorian-era-bathing-costumes.html 
 
www.victoriana.com/library/Beach/FashionableBathingSuits.htm 
 
www.punchandjudyonline.com/ 
 


