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Work Scheme:  
The Anglo-Saxons 

Page 1 

CHERTSEY  

MUSEUM 

Loan Box  Anglo Saxons     

  Clothing 
Archaeological 
Finds 

Religion and Bur-
ial 

Language Life 

Literacy 

  

Watch clip of 
treasure find in 
Staffordshire  

then role play. 
You are using a 
metal detector 
when you find an     

Anglo Saxon  

artefact. What  

happens next? 

Write a list of 
what you would 
include in a 

burial pot and 
give reasons for 
choices. 

Watch 'Talking 
Saxon' (in  

resource box or 
on YouTube e.g. 
the Lords Prayer) 
discuss  

similarities and 
differences. 

Write a diary  

entry about a day 
in your Anglo-
Saxon house. 
Think about 
sounds, smells, 
family  

relationships, 
chores, etc. 

    

Write a  

manuscript to 
describe an  

important event.  
Decorate your 
manuscript. 

Look at web 
page about 
Runes and     
example from 
resource pack or 
loan box notes. 
Write a message 
using runes. Can 
your partner  

decipher it? 

  

Geography 

Investigate Anglo-
Saxon Place names. 
They often end with  
ham, ford, barrow, ing. 
Find examples on OS 
maps, road atlases etc.  

Look at map of 
Europe and  

identify where 
Angles, Saxons 
and Jutes came 
from.  Discuss 
reasons why they 
might have left 
their homeland. 

      

Art/Creative 

Make a simple loom 
from stiff card and 
weave a simple  

rectangle of fabric with 
wool. Could be dyed 
using natural materials. 

Look at examples 
and images of 
Anglo-Saxon 
coins. Design 
your own.  

Investigate     
decorative     
letters as used in 
manuscripts. 
Create your own 

  

Watch video tour 
of West Stow 
village and  

images of Anglo 
Saxon houses. 
Make your own 
using a shoe box. 
What would the 
furniture be like? 
Investigate. 

Make an Anglo-Saxon 
brooch using clay.  

Create patterns by 
scoring the surface. 
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Work Scheme:  
The Ancient Egyptians 

Page 2 

CHERTSEY  

MUSEUM 

Loan Box  Anglo Saxons     

  Clothing 
Archaeological 
Finds 

Religion and  

Burial 
Language Life 

History 

How do we know what 
Anglo-Saxons wore?  
What clothing do you 
think would be left be-
hind for archaeologists  
to find? Discuss fabric/
leather/accessories.  

Sand tray  

archaeology - bury 
some  

suitable artefacts 
e.g., replica coins, 
jewellery. Children  

excavate  

carefully using 
paint  brush, 
measure, describe 
and draw objects 
found. 

      

Other  

ideas 
  

Use a simplified 
Battleships grid 
and same rules but 
create a grid for an 
Anglo-Saxon dig. 
Hide artefacts on 
paper.  Opponent 
has to find them. 

    
Make an Anglo- 
Saxon biscuit– 
See weblink 
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What you would  
include in a burial pot? 

 

 
Materials Needed: 
 
 Writing paper  
 Computer or books for research 
 
 
 
Instructions:  
 
Research burial practices in Anglo-Saxon times.  
What was included in a burial pot?   
Why were these things included?  
Teacher to set guidelines for any internet research that will be done.  
  
Use the writing paper to make a list of the things that you would include in a  
burial pot and give reasons for your choices.  
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Write a diary entry: a day  
in an Anglo-Saxon house  

 
Materials Needed:  
 
 Writing paper  
 Computer or books to research  
 There is a weblink in the list of websites that might be useful. Please check 

suitability before use 
 

 
 
 
Instructions:  
 
Research what life was like in Anglo-Saxon times. Teacher to set guidelines for 
any internet research that will be done.  
  
Think about these questions:  
 
What would children be doing?  
Would girls be doing the same thing as boys? 
What chores would you do?  
Would you have time to play?  
What would you hear?  
What would you smell?  
What would you see?  
Who would you be with?  
Would you live in a village?  
 
Use the writing paper to write a first person account of your day in Anglo-Saxon 
times. 
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Create a manuscript to  
describe an important event  CHERTSEY  

MUSEUM 

Materials Needed: 
 
 Writing paper. Could use decorated paper from page 10 or plain paper 

 

 Examples of manuscripts, for instance, a page from the Lindisfarne  
     Gospels. 
 
 
 
 
Instructions: 
 
1. Children to look at manuscript examples.  
 
2. Explain that books weren’t printed by a printing press in Anglo-Saxon 

times, but were written out by hand.   
 
3. Children to write a manuscript to describe an important event. Decorate if 

using plain paper. 
 
4. This lesson could be combined with the art lesson that covers illustrated  
   manuscripts. Children could create an illustrated letter, perhaps their first 
 initial.  
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Write a message in runes 
CHERTSEY  

MUSEUM 

 
Materials  
List of Runes 
 
 
Instructions on how to create a simple message in Runes: 
 
1. Study the runes.  
 
3. They didn’t have all the same sounds as we do today. This means that 
 some sounds that we have today do not have a rune. Decide as a class 
 what to do when you are writing your message if the sound you need didn’t 
 exist then.  
 
4. Write your message.  
 
5. Give it to someone to translate. 
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Design a Coin 
CHERTSEY  

MUSEUM 

 
Introduction: 
 
Coins are an important source of information about the past and are often used 
to help date archaeological sites.  
 
 
Materials Needed: 
 
 Information on coins from ‘All About the Anglo-Saxons’ 
 Pictures of coins from the Anglo-Saxon photocards  
 Paper and pencils 
 
 
 
Instructions:  
1. Look at the pictures of Anglo-Saxon coins and modern coins 

2. Talk about what types of things are on the coins? 

3. Talk about what can you learn about a civilization by looking at a coin? 

4. You can learn about important people and symbols, writing, how they made 
their coins and that they can work with metal, among other things.  

 
5. Design a coin (You could have them do either an Anglo-Saxon coin or one 
 about their own life). What will you put on the front and the back?  
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Design a Coin 

Name: _______________ 

Back of your coin 

Front of your coin 

Look at the Anglo-Saxon coins and then design your own coin.  
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Weave a square 
CHERTSEY  

MUSEUM 

Introduction: 
 
Weaving was an important skill in an Anglo-Saxon household because most 
families would  have needed to make the fabric for their clothes.  
 
 
Materials Needed: 
 
 A square of cardboard 
 Wool  
 Scissors  
 Large plastic needle  
 
 
Instructions:  

 
1. Make an even number of cuts in two opposite sides of the 
 cardboard.  
 
2. Wrap string around the board to form the warp.  

3. Thread a big needle with wool  

 

 

4.  Weave over and under the warp threads until square is 

 filled.  

5. Once it is filled you can display it like this, perhaps with a 
 matt around the weaving, covering the cardboard frame.  
 
 

 

6. You can also cut it off the cardboard. To do this, cut the 
 strings on the back to release. Then tie the strings in pairs 
 along the bottom and top. This does involve tying many 
 knots!  
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Make an Anglo-Saxon  
disc brooch  CHERTSEY  

MUSEUM 

Materials Needed: 
 
 Look at pictures of disc brooches online  
 Clay 
 Clay tools 
 Paint 
 
 
Introduction: 
Anglo-Saxons made highly decorative brooches to hold their clothes in place. 
These pieces of jewellery show the skill of the craftsmen at the time. They are 
also very useful for archaeologists for dating sites because the styles changed 
over time. Poor people would have had much simpler methods for pinning their 
clothing in place.  
 
 
Instructions:  
 
1. Look at the pictures—note detail, patterns and colours used 

2. Form clay into brooch. 

3. Use clay tools to etch patterns into the clay  

4. Let it dry 

5.    Paint it using Anglo-Saxon-style colours, particularly golds and reds.   
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Make an Anglo-Saxon house  
CHERTSEY  

MUSEUM 

Materials Needed: 
 
 Look at pictures of houses and furniture  
 Shoe box  
 Scissors  
 Pencils, felt pens 
 Glue 
 Paper and fabric to decorate 
 Card 
 
 
Introduction: 
Anglo-Saxon houses were generally made of wood and the roof was thatched.  
 
Instructions:  
 
1. Look at the pictures—note the design of the house, the roof and the  

  furnishings 

2. Create house from shoe box 

3. Add roof 

4. Create furniture from card and other small boxes. 

5. Decorate  
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Sand tray archaeology 
CHERTSEY  

MUSEUM 

Materials Needed: 
 
 Tray of sand 
 Small artefacts, for instance, replica coins, jewellery and sherds of pottery 

(ensure not sharp) 
 Toothbrushes 
 Paint brushes  
 Safety glasses so that they don’t get sand in their eyes 
 
 
 
Instructions:  
 
1. Bury artefacts 
 
2. Have children take turns carefully uncovering an artefact 
 
3. Identify objects. Measure and draw them.  
 
4. Think about what they are made of. What materials would last well  
 underground? Would wood, fabric and leather last well? (Answer: They 
 don’t last well underground, tending to rot away). How about metal, stone or 
 pottery? (These would last  much better, although some metals would rust)  
 
5.   Think about each object. What can it tell us about the Anglo-Saxons? 
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Find the hidden  
Anglo-Saxon artefacts: 

  a battleship-style game 

CHERTSEY  

MUSEUM 

Objective:  
A two-player game where the players race to find where the Anglo-Saxon  
artefacts are hidden.  
 
 
 
 
Materials Needed: 
 
 Print out of game worksheet for each child 
 Pencils 
 Explanation of how to play  
 
 
 
Instructions:  
 
1. A game for two players, which follows the rules of battleship. Each person 

chooses where in the grid they would like to place the Anglo-Saxon arte-
facts. They should put in 1 spear, 1 pot, 2 brooches and 2 coins. They can 
put them in horizontally or vertically.  

 
2. They pretend they are archaeologists, uncovering the artefacts.  
  Archaeologist 1 calls out a coordinate of where they think their opponent’s 
 artefacts are buried.  
 
3. Archaeologist 2 finds that point on their grid and then says if it is a hit or a 

miss.  
 
4. Archaeologist  1 records that information on the second grid on their sheet.  
 
5. Archaeologists take turns until one player has found all of the hidden   
 artefacts.  
 
6. The first archaeologist to find all the hidden artefacts is the winner!  
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Anglo-Saxon Artefact Game 

Name: _______________ 

Your Opponent’s Amazing  
Anglo-Saxon Artefacts 

My Amazing Anglo-Saxon  
Artefacts 

Be the first archaeologist to uncover the hidden Anglo-Saxon artefacts!  

A           

B           

C           

D           

E           

F           

G           

H           

I           

J           

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

A           

B           

C           

D           

E           

F           

G           

H           

I           

J           

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

S S S S S 

P P P P 

B B B 

C C 

1 x Anglo-Saxon spear:  
 
 
 
 
1 x Anglo-Saxon pot 
 
 
 
 
2 x Anglo-Saxon brooches 
 
 
 
 
2 x Anglo-Saxon coins 

B B B 

C C 

Instructions:  
 
Hide your artefacts in grid. 
To do this, place the correct 
number of letters for each  
artefact in the grid. You can 
put them vertically or  
horizontally. 

 
 

Use this grid to record the 
answers you get when 
guessing where your  
partner’s artefacts are. 
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Anglo-Saxon Weblinks 

Information on Anglo-Saxon burial: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/anglo_saxons/anglo-saxon_beliefs/  

Information on daily life for Anglo-Saxons: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxsbcdm/articles/zq2m6sg 

Illuminated manuscripts, pictures from the Lindisfarne Gospels: https://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/ttp/lindisfarne/
accessible/introduction.html#content 

Anglo Saxon runes:  http://www.earlybritishkingdoms.com/kids/runes.html 

Pictures of disc brooches: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Saxon_brooches 
 
West Stow Anglo-Saxon reconstructed village: https://www.weststow.org/Anglo-Saxon-Village/ 
 
Anglo-Saxon recipe: https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/siteassets/home/members-area/kids/kids-rule---anglo-saxon-
england/eh_web_oat_cakes.pdf 
 
 
 

 

 

Always check websites first to ensure  
suitability for your class. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/anglo_saxons/anglo-saxon_beliefs/
http://www.earlybritishkingdoms.com/kids/runes.html

