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Minutes of the 26th Annual General Meeting of  
The Friends of Chertsey Museum  

held on 30th October 2019  
in the Bernard Pardoe Room, Chertsey Museum 

 
Attendance:  

Committee members and 16 members – see Attendance Book 

Heather 
Graham (HG) 

Chair Victor Spink (VS) Vice-Chair 
 

Richard Mason 
(RM) 

Treasurer Vicki Johnstone 
(VJ) 

Membership Secretary 
 

Emma Warren 
(EW) 

Curator Valerie Clark (VC) Minute Secretary 
 

Carol Botterill 
(CB) 

Christine Dunster 
(CD) 

Mags Thomas 
(MT) 

Richard Williams (RW) 

Jim Knight (JK) Norma Kent (NK) Chris Dunster (CD)  

 
Apologies for absence:   

Norma Kent Valerie Cumming Michael Hanley June Knight 

Ron Bathurst John Briggs Malcolm Loveday – 
left early (ML) 

Beryl Brown 

 

Agenda 
item 

 

1.  Welcome and apologies for absence:  HG welcomed everyone to the meeting 
and it started on time at 7,30pm. 
 

2.  Minutes of the last meeting held on 30 October 2018, having been circulated 
previously, were taken as read and agreed.  CB proposed and ML seconded.  
 

3.  Matters arising: None 
 

4.  Annual Report and Accounts for the year ended 31 August 2019: There was 
a slide presentation on the activities over the last 12 months and a paper version 
was distributed at the meeting.  
 
 EW, staff and volunteers at the Museum, together with Trustees of the Olive 
Matthew Trust were thanked for their support and co-operation throughout the 
year.  
 
RM gave a breakdown of the income and expenditure for the year showing a 
healthy balance to be carried forward to next year.  RM was thanked for 
preparing the Accounts and all his work throughout the year.  
RM said that the Accounts had been approved by the Committee and examined 
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by John Briggs. 
 
There were no questions. MT proposed and JK seconded acceptance of the 
Report and Accounts.  This was unanimously accepted.   
 

5.  Curator’s Report: EW gave the following verbal report: We continue to have a 
full programme of exhibitions and events to keep the museum in the public eye. 
We have had another increase in visitor numbers – still continuing to rise a little 
each year. We had a 16% increase last year, due to all the WW1 events we 
staged. Attendance figures are shown in Appendix 1 at the end of these 
minutes.  
 
Staff 
We had a change of personnel this year as Sally left the museum after 15 years 
here, which Heather will mention later, although she hasn’t totally gone as she’s 
back as a Saturday research room assistant! Shortly afterward Sally’s departure 
Tamsin left to start a new life in Sydney, leaving Heidi on her own! We took the 
opportunity to have a bit of a rethink of how the education service functioned, 
and pooling all the hours together we were able to increase the number of days 
Heidi works and employ two part time education assistants. We welcomed  
Sarah O’Brien and Victoria Hinds to the team and they’re being trained up to 
deliver all our schools sessions as well as run the Young Archaeologists’ Club, 
in the case of Sarah. This term, up until Christmas, is our busiest time of the 
year for school bookings and so I’d like to give a special mention to Heidi 
(although she can’t be here tonight) who has worked literally around the clock to 
make sure we don’t let any schools down. 
 
Runnymede Remembered 
Last year saw the completion of our Runnymede Remembered project, with an 
exhibition and various events to mark the centenary of the end of the First World 
War. It has been a huge honour to work on the project and have a part in 
shaping the Borough’s commemorations to honour the countless residents who 
went off to fight for King and Country, and to remember the 848 who did not 
make it back. 
 
I was aided in this project, throughout the 6 years we worked on it, by Jim Knight 
and by Doris Neville-Davies, so thanks go to both of them, and to the Friends 
Committee and the 100+ people who turned up in Victory Park on 10thNovember 
last year to light 848 candles in what can only be described as less than ideal 
weather conditions.  
 
Chertsey Abbey Reimagined 
We had only just dried out from the Victory Park outing when our thoughts 
turned to the next exhibition which was (and still is until 2nd November) our 
Chertsey Abbey exhibition. As I’m sure you all know, this involved borrowing 
items from The National Archives, Kew who were informed by the government’s 
security advisor at the last minute that the objects would have to have a human 
security presence whenever we were open to the public. With two weeks to  
go before the exhibition opened, I was beginning to wish the exhibition wasn’t on 
for quite so long – 651 hours, to be precise. However, with only 34 opening 
hours left to invigilate there is light at the end of the tunnel. We’ve made it, and 
that’s thanks to the team of volunteers who have given up their time, week after 
week, month after month to sit on the naughty chair to fulfil our obligation. A 
huge thank you to you all. 
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Finally 
Just to remind you that there are only 63 days to go until Christmas and you can 
help support the Friends with any online shopping that you do. Register with the 
easyfundraising.org.uk and the smile.amazon.co.uk website and nominate us as 
your charity of choice and it’s as simple as that – for every penny you spend, the 
retailer give us money. Happy to explain if you’re interested  
 
After half term we will be reorganising the shop display so that we can make 
room from our new line of Christmas gifts which Valerie has been sourcing for 
us so do come and have a look at the new range next month.  
 
Also to let you know that The Friends will have a stall at the Goose Fair on 
Saturday 7th December so come along and support us there too. 
 
HG thanked EW for all her support of the Friends.  
 

6.  Election to Honorary Life Membership:   
Sally Turner:  Sally is the former Assistant Curator and Education Officer who 
worked at the Museum for 15 years.  In that time she grew the Education service 
beyond recognition, and set up the Young Archaeologist’s Club, Museum 
Monkeys and other activities.  
 
Ron Bathurst: Ron joined the original committee in 1994 and apart from a 
couple of years has faithfully served as minute secretary over that 25 year 
period. 
 
It was proposed by CB and seconded by CD that these appointments be made.  
All agreed by show of hands.  
 

7.  Election of Officers and Committee Members:  EW led this item and asked 
for nominations to elect Officers and Committee Members.  It was proposed by 
Jocelyn Barker and seconded by Barbara Prowle that all should be re-elected, 
as shown below.   This was unanimously agreed.  
Heather Graham – Chair 
Victor Spink – Vice Chair 
Richard Mason – Treasurer 
Vicki Johnstone – Membership Secretary 
Valerie Clark – Minute Secretary 
Carol Botterill 
Chris Dunster 
Norma Kent 
Jim Knight 
Mags Thomas 
Richard Williams 
 
Emma Warren is an ex-officio member of the Committee 
 

8.  Re-appointment of John Briggs as Independent Examiner: 
Margaret Nicholls proposed and JK seconded that John Briggs be re-appointed 
as Independent Examiner.  All agreed unanimously.  

9.  Any other business: 
HG thanked CD for arranging such interesting events on behalf of the Friends,  
The programme over the next few months is as follows:  
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November 15          Craft evening – Making Christmas cards 
November 9:           A Bride Revisited: OMT event 
November  23         Woolcrafters demonstrations 10am – 3pm 
November 29          Craft evening-Christmas cards. Overspill from November 15 
December               Goose Fayre 
December 16          Museum Carol Service.  
 
February 8               Discover History talk to support the Country House                
Exhibition 
February 29             Silverlands The Actors Orphanage talk by actors Susanna 
Slater who lived at the orphanage and Elliott James discussing Noel Coward 
who was president of the orphanage. Now known as the Actors Children’s Trust. 
 
David Barker asked to record extra thanks to EW for her work regarding the 
commemorative tree and bench.  He asked if there had been any investigative 
work before work was completed on the Museum garden.  EW said that the 
ground under the foundations of the Pardoe Room was examined at the time, 
and nothing was found and only the top soil had been removed in the garden 
makeover.   
 
HG reminded all present to sign the attendance book as an accurate record.   
 

10.  Meeting ended at 8pm and there was a short break before Grace Evans gave a 
talk. 

 
Appendix 1:  
 

ATTENDANCE / USAGE FIGURES 
    

  
TOTAL FOR MONTH 

CUMULATIVE TOTAL 
FOR YEAR 

% 
incr./decr 

  Mar-19 Mar-18 2018/19 2017/18   

Adult visitors 200 263 2,576 2,552 0.9% 

Child visitors 30 66 838 905 -7.4% 

Child events 65 34 849 665 27.7% 

School/kids groups in Museum 258 245 1,910 2,506 -23.8% 

Adult groups in Museum* 13 0 232 156 48.7% 
School groups outside of 
Museum 898 324 9,529 7,402 28.7% 
Adult groups outside of 
Museum 20 35 700 700 0.0% 

Events 24 81 1,167 453 157.6% 

TOTAL USERS 1,508 1,048 17,801 15,339 16.1% 
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Grace Evans said that she was going to talk about the new exhibition “Folded and 
Moulded” and also focus on a few more general aspects of her work – a behind the 
scenes approach.   
 
The exhibition celebrates pleating and draping in fashion.  Alongside cutting and 
stitching, they are essential for the creation of fashionable dress.  
 
The exhibition explores cutting and draping techniques themselves and also allows 
visitors to see real examples on actual historic garments.  These important pieces 
have all been drawn from the Olive Matthews Collection of dress which is housed 
here at Chertsey Museum. They exhibit a wide variety of pleating and draping styles 
with examples spanning over 200 years of women’s fashion history.   
 
Grace explained that there were four themes to the exhibition:  

• Practicality 

• Wealth, Taste and Status 

• Decorative Appeal 

• Historicism 
 
After describing various garments from the exhibition, Grace then went on to explain 
the process of buying garments at auction and ended her talk by showing a short film 
outlining the auction process.  
 
Grace was thanked for taking time to explain the exhibition and also aspects of the 
exhibition preparation and collecting activities.  This has given everyone a greater 
insight into what goes on behind the scenes at the Museum.   


