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The Friends of Chertsey Museum are a support group formed in 1994 to foster interest in 
Chertsey Museum and to provide the Curators with practical help. The Friends are governed by 
their constitution adopted at the inaugural meeting, as subsequently amended. General 
management and direction of the funds and affairs of The Friends are in the hands of the 
Committee elected at the annual general meeting. There were regular meetings of the 
Committee during the year and the members of the Committee were as follows: 
 
 Heather Graham  Chair 
 Victor Spink   Vice Chairman 
 Richard Mason   Treasurer 
 Ron Bathurst   Until 23 October 2019 Minutes Secretary 
 Victoria Johnstone  Membership Secretary  
 Emma Warren   Curator (ex officio) 
 Carol Botterill 
 Valerie Clark   Minutes Secretary (from 23 October 2019)    
 Christine Dunster   
 Norma Kent 
 Jim Knight 
 Mags Thomas 
 Richard Williams   
 
 
 Bankers   Barclays Bank plc, Walton on Thames Group 
     COIF Charities Deposit Fund 
 
 
 Contact address: 
 Chertsey Museum, The Cedars, 33 Windsor Street, Chertsey, Surrey KT16 8AT 
 e-mail: friends@chertseymuseum.org.uk 
 tel: 01932 565764 
 
Cover illustration: Lauren Johnson, Costumed Interpreter, wearing a replica of Jane Bailey’s 1780 wedding 
ensemble next to the originals at the opening of the Folded and Moulded exhibition. The replica was commissioned 
in 2019 by the trustees of the Olive Matthews Collection to mark the Trust’s 50

th
 anniversary. 

 



Annual report 
 
Inevitably this report is coloured by the Covid-19 pandemic and its effect on Chertsey Museum 
and on the Friends’ activities. In accordance with government guidelines the Museum closed to 
the public on Thursday 19 March and all Friends’ activities were put on hold for the foreseeable 
future. During lockdown Emma Warren and her staff rose to the challenge, vastly increasing the 
Museum’s online offering using various social media platforms. Working in the Museum, at home 
or in the off-site stores, the Museum team prepared three new exhibitions for the Museum’s re-
opening on Saturday 25 July but more of that later. 
 
Our year began in September with the opening of the new fashion 
exhibition, Folded and Moulded, examining examples from the Olive 
Matthews Collection of pleating and drapery in women’s fashions. The 
garments dated from the 18

th
 century to the 2000s and included a 

beautiful evening gown by Madame Grès, pieces by Issey Miyake, 
Mariano Fortuny, Balmain and Ossie Clark as well as a rare and 
lavish Aesthetic tea gown by Liberty of London. The display also 
included Jane Bailey’s 1780 wedding ensemble, last on view to the 
public at the V & A’s Wedding Dress exhibition in 2015. To mark the 
50th anniversary of the Olive Matthews Collection, the trustees 
commissioned from Past Pleasures a unique replica set of the 1780s 
garments and Lauren Johnson, a costumed interpreter, appeared in 
the ensemble at the exhibition private viewing. The trustees also 
commissioned a film from Lane-Walker Productions exploring the 
original garments, the process of re-creation and the return of the 
ensemble (in replica form) to Holy Trinity Church, Wonston, 
Hampshire, the church where Jane first wore the original outfit on her 
wedding day: the film, The Dress Returns, may be viewed on the 
Museum’s YouTube channel. A virtual tour of Folded and Moulded is 
available at www.chertseymuseum.org/folded_and_moulded 
 
Later that month Lauren Johnson returned in her capacity as an historian, researcher and author 
of Shadow King: The Life & Death of Henry VI, to tell the story of this pious, gentle Lancastrian 
king who lived and died in the most bloody of times and the events that led up to his body being 
interred in Chertsey Abbey. 
 
At the end of the month, Emma led a walk around the top of St. Ann’s Hill to explain its history 
dating back to prehistoric times. 

 
With the exhibition, Chertsey Abbey Re-imagined, continuing 
on view in the Temporary Exhibition Gallery until the end of 
October, early in the month Geoff Potter, Director of Compass 
Archaeology, gave a talk revealing details of the numerous 
modern digs he has undertaken across the site of the abbey 
precinct which have given rise to new interpretations of the 
abbey remains. The exhibition, which ran for six months, was 
seen by 2,753 visitors and the Friends and volunteers helped to 

invigilate all 651 hours! Two videos on the founding and dissolution of the abbey can be found on 
the Museum’s YouTube channel. If nothing else, Chertsey Abbey Re-imagined showcased how 
important the abbey was in its day, and made us reflect on just how different the town would be 
today had its majestic building survived. 
 
Our Annual General Meeting was held on 23 October when after more than two decades in the 
post Ron Bathurst stood down as minutes secretary. To recognise his long service to the Friends 
and to the Museum, Ron was elected an Honorary Life Member together with Sally Turner, the 
Museum’s former Education Officer and Assistant Curator. The remainder of the officers and 
committee were re-elected for a further year with Valerie Clark taking on the role of minutes 

Folded & Moulded exhibition 

St. Ann’s Hill visit 



 secretary. Grace Evans, Keeper of Costume, spoke about all the work which goes on behind the 
scenes in mounting an exhibition like Folded and Moulded.  
 
In November to a capacity audience Grace explored the 1780 wedding ensemble and its replica 
referred to above, with the replica this time worn by Jane Forrest, Costume Assistant. The first 
public viewing of the film, The Dress Returns, took place on the 239th anniversary of the 
marriage of Jane Bailey and James Wickham. 
 
The Temporary Exhibition Gallery saw a 
change of exhibition that month with Every 
Object Tells A Story showcasing some of 
the newest acquisitions to the Museum’s 
local history collections over the past two 
years. The vast majority of the objects that 
come into the Museum are donated by local 
residents keen on preserving a little piece 
of Borough history. Not a donation, but 
proudly on display was the FA Vase won by 
Chertsey Town Football Club during the 
2018/19 season.  
 
The town’s Goose Fair took place in early December with the Friends on parade; the sale of 
reindeer food went down a treat. Later in the month we held our annual carol service at St Peter’s 
Church followed by mulled wine and mince pies in the Museum, which was suitably dressed for 
the occasion. It was pleasing to see so many members and friends there. 
 
Early in the New Year Every Object Tells A Story in the Temporary Exhibition Gallery made 
way for an art and design show featuring work by students from Sir William Perkins’s School. The 
display included sketchbooks, sculptures, paintings, drawings and prints created by the students 
for their GCSE and A–level portfolios and demonstrated once again the wealth of young artistic 
talent in the area. 
 
Prestigious items from the Olive Matthews Collection were lent to Two Temple Place in London 
for their exhibition, Unbound - Visionary Women Collecting Textiles, which opened in January 
and was visited by a number of Friends. This exhibition raised 
considerably the profile of the Collection nationally and brought a 
number of visitors to the Museum before lockdown.  
 
In February with Home Improvements, looking at the development of 
the English Country House, still on display in the Discovery Zone, we 
welcomed actors Elliot James and Susannah Slater. They gave an 
insight into Silverlands, when it was the Actors Orphanage, the 
involvement of Noel Coward and Richard Attenborough with the 
institution and what life was like for the children of actors who lived 
there. 
 
And then came lockdown. 
 
Despite being closed to the public work went on behind the scenes. In 
particular, two of our members, Mags Thomas and Gerry Drake, 
worked throughout the Spring and Summer to keep the museum 
garden in shape. The lavender this year was particularly beautiful, even 
if the public weren’t able to sit and appreciate it! 

Every Object Tells A Story exhibition 



Thanks to the hard work of Emma and her team the Museum re-opened on Saturday 25 July 
under Covid-19 rules with three new exhibitions to suit all tastes. First through the doors were 
Heather Graham and Victor Spink, both suitably masked, bearing a large bouquet of flowers as a 
thank you to Emma and her staff. There was a temporary change in opening hours from 
Thursdays to Sundays, instead of Tuesdays to Saturdays. This was for two reasons: to attract 
tourists to the town taking staycations at the local camping and caravan site and to give time for a 
deep clean each week. 
 
In the Fashion Gallery, The Roaring Twenties 
displays fashions of the Jazz Age with a glittering 
show of 1920s fashions. Dazzling evening dress, 
wedding clothes, underwear, sportswear and 
accessories are displayed; all carefully selected 
from the Olive Matthews Collection. Some 
significant items have recently been added to the 
1920s collection, and these are displayed for the 
first time. They include a stunning Paul Poiret 
‘Goddess’ gown and a beaded tunic from the 
height of the ‘Egyptomania’ craze. A virtual tour of the exhibition is available on the Museum 

website. 
 
In the Temporary Exhibition Gallery visitors can discover 
Runnymede’s musical connections in the Melody Makers 
exhibition, guest curated by Chesney Hawkes. Whether it 
be Keith Moon and his iconic milk float, Sir Elton John with 
his spectacular glasses, or Lonnie Donegan with his Skiffle 
washboard, Runnymede has a rich history when it comes 
to some of the nation's musicians. 
 
The Discovery Zone features In The Beginning: the story 
of prehistoric Runnymede. Whilst the current Borough of 
Runnymede has only existed since the early 1970s, 
evidence of people living and working in the area dates 
back considerably further. This exhibition looks at the 
archaeological evidence left behind by these earliest 
prehistoric residents, from the Stone Age to the Romans. 
 

 
Up to lockdown the monthly and seasonal rounds of activities continued with children’s holiday 
activities, 15 Minutes of Fun, Museum Monkeys, Young Archaeologists’ Club, Fun with Fabric, 
Craft and Wine evenings and Tea and Talk at Two for the over 50s. 
 
There have been a number of changes in Museum staff during the year. Just before lockdown we 
said goodbye to Heidi Dawley, Education Officer and Assistant Curator, after a decade as part of 
the team. Emily Ryley joined in April as the new Education Officer and Assistant Curator. Lorrie 
Bland, our cleaner, decided that after 16 years she was finally going to retire properly. Victoria 
Hinds, an Education Assistant, has decided that given the current situation, she will not be 
returning after the summer. 
 
We were sad to learn that one of our Honorary Life Members, Bob Greenland, died on 24 April. 
Bob was Assistant Head of Leisure at Runnymede Borough Council until his retirement in 2004 
and did much to support the Museum. His lasting legacy is all the brown signs pointing the way to 
the Museum to be found at the approaches to the town. 
 
At the end of the year we had 73 (62) individual members, 87 (74) family members and 41 (40) 
honorary and life members. 

The Roaring Twenties exhibition 

In The Beginning:  the story of prehistoric Runnymede 

Runnymede’s Melody Makers exhibition 



 
The Friends have financed during the year the purchase of a number of items for the local history 
collection. These include a post-medieval silver verval and cuff link found in Thorpe, a Charles 
James Fox item and documents relating to the Manor of Chertsey Beomond and the Thompson 
family of blacksmiths. Funds have been set aside to enhance the Chertsey Abbey 3D computer 
model which designer, James Cumper, is currently working on. 
 
We have continued membership of the British Association of Friends of Museums (BAfM), and 
have featured in their newsletters. We have also maintained membership of the British 
Association for Local History, which provides cost effective public liability insurance. 
 
Income reserves amounted to £13,007 at the end of the year. The Committee’s policy on 
reserves is to hold sufficient funds to meet expenditure in the following twelve months and to 
build up a reserve to help fund future projects and acquisitions for the Museum collections. In 
deciding which activities to support, the Committee pays due regard to the Charity Commission’s 
guidance on public benefit. The attached accounts have been drawn up on the receipts and 
payments basis which is consistent with the previous year. 
 
The Friends do not have sufficient funds to invest in longer term investments. All funds are held 
in cash using only banks covered by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme or the 
Charities Official Investment Fund. 
 
The Committee has identified the major risks to which we believe The Friends are exposed and 
has established systems to mitigate them. These include systems of internal controls designed to 
provide reasonable assurance against material mismanagement or financial loss. 
 
With no activities planned for the foreseeable future, the committee has decided that membership 
will be free for the forthcoming year. We will continue to send the newsletter to keep members 
updated with things at the Museum. Those members who pay their subscription by standing 
order have been given the option of contacting their bank to cancel the standing order or leave 
things as they are, in which case their payment will be treated as a donation to a very worthy 
cause!  
 
We owe a huge debt of gratitude to Emma Warren, and all the Museum staff and volunteers, for 
all their hard work during these difficult times. We look forward to working together again with 
them when things return to near normal.  
 
Approved by the Committee on 15 September 2020 and signed on their behalf by  
 

Heather Graham 
 
Chair 
 



The Friends of Chertsey Museum 

Registered Charity No. 1075200 

Receipts and Payments Account for the year ended 31 August 2020 

 RECEIPTS   2020  2019 

   £  £ 

      

 Subscriptions   1,302.00  1,188.00 

 Events    752.00  2,443.81 

 Donations – general   344.95  848.65 

 Donations – box   563.86  450.82 

 Interest    63.98  80.01 

 Tax claims under gift aid  446.74  357.47 

      

 TOTAL RECEIPTS   3,473.53  5,368.76 

      

 PAYMENTS      

      

 Events    345.70  1,847.97 

 Administration   360.00  215.00 

 Annual meeting and report  114.00  64.00 

 Donations to Museum   704.83  563.53 

 Acquisitions   727.45   

   2,251.98  2,690.50 

 Projects:       

 Chertsey Abbey interactive    2,093.00 

 Garden    169.73  16.63 

 15 Minutes of Fun     82.44 

 Museum Monkeys     64.04 

   169.73  2,256.11 

      

 TOTAL PAYMENTS   2,421.71  4,946.61 

      

 Net receipts for year  1,051.82  422.15 

      

 Balance brought forward  14,745.69  14,323.54 

      

 Balance carried forward  15,797.51  14,745.69 



 

 

 

 

Approved by the Committee on 15 September 2020 and signed on their behalf by 

Richard Mason  

Hon. Treasurer   

Independent Examiner's Report to the Committee of The Friends of Chertsey Museum 

I report on the accounts of The Friends of Chertsey Museum for the year ended 31 August 2020 set out above. 

Respective responsibilities of committee and examiner 

As the charity's trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts; you consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144 of 

the Charities Act 2011 (the Charities Act) and that an independent examination is needed.  

 It is my responsibility: 

 to examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act, 

 to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission (under Section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act), and 

 to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of examiner's report 

My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given by the Charity Commission.  An examination includes a review of the account-

ing records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records.  It also includes consideration of any unusual items or dis-

closures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters.  The procedures undertaken do not provide all the 

evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a “true and fair” view and the report is 

limited to those matters set out in the statement below. 

Independent Examiner's statement 

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 

1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements: 

to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act; 

to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the accounting requirements of the Charities Act  

have not been met; or 

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached 

J G Briggs FMAAT   John Briggs   

28 Wheatash Road,   9 November 2020 

Addlestone Surrey KT15 2ER 

Statement of Assets as at 31 August 2020 

      2020  2019 

     £  £ 

Barclays Bank plc Community Account  3,058.44  2,070.60 

Charities Official Investment Fund Deposit Account 12,739.07  12,675.09 

Total     15,797.51  14,745.69 

        

Represented by:       

General Fund (Unrestricted)   13,007.73  12,086.18 

Project Funds:       

World War 1 exhibition and website (Restricted) 658.91  658.91 

Education Loan Boxes (Restricted)  472.51  472.51 

Museum Monkeys (Restricted)   327.96  327.96 

Total Project Funds (Restricted)   1,459.38  1,459.38 

        

Chertsey Abbey interactive (Designated)  1,232.60  932.60 

Museum Garden (Designated)   97.80  267.53 

Total Project Funds (Designated)  1,330.40  1,200.13 

        

Total Funds    15,797.51  14,745.69 


