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The Friends of Chertsey Museum are a support group formed in 1994 to foster interest in Chertsey Museum and to 

provide the Curators with practical help.  The Friends are governed by their constitution adopted at the inaugural 

meeting, as subsequently amended.  General management and direction of the funds and affairs of The Friends are 

in the hands of the Committee elected at the annual general meeting.  There were regular meetings of the Commit-

tee during the year and the members of the Committee were as follows: 

  

   Heather Graham   Chair from 19 October 2017 

   Victor Spink    Vice Chairman 

   Richard Mason   Treasurer 

   Ron Bathurst   Minutes Secretary  

   Victoria Johnstone   Membership Secretary  

   Emma Warren   Curator (ex officio) 

   Carol Botterill 
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   Christine Dunster   Chair until 19 October 2017 

   Norma Kent 

   Jim Knight  

   Mags Thomas 

   Richard Williams 

   

 Heidi Dawley and Sally Turner 

 (Assistant Curators and Education Officers) are Emma Warren alternates 

  

 Bankers   Barclays Bank plc, Chertsey Branch 

     COIF Charities Deposit Fund 

  

  

 Contact address: 

 Chertsey Museum,The Cedars, 33 Windsor Street, Chertsey, Surrey KT16 8AT 

 e-mail: friends@chertseymuseum.org.uk       tel: 01932 565764 
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Annual Report  

 

The year 2018 marks a number of anniversaries, notably the centenary of the end of the First World War and the 

centenary of the Representation of the People Act 1918 when some women were given the vote for the first time.  

Both these anniversaries were the inspiration for exhibitions at Chertsey Museum, For Your Tomorrows and 

Fashion and Freedom, but more about those exhibitions later. 

 

The year began in September with a visit to Tunbridge Wells at the invitation of The Friends of Tunbridge Wells  

Museum, Library and Art Gallery.  The group of 28 received a warm welcome from the Mayor of Tunbridge Wells 

and were shown the collections, including the famous Tunbridge ware.  After lunch there was a tour of the Pantiles.  

Chertsey Friends had a delightful day and we are grateful to our Friends at Tunbridge Wells for all the hard work 

that went into arranging such an engaging and informative programme. 

 

Later in September saw the opening of the new fashion exhibition, Fashion 

and Freedom, which displayed garments from the 1840s to the 1980s 

drawn from The Olive Matthews Collection.  The exhibition demonstrated 

the changing styles of dress and provided clues to ways in which women 

slowly gained greater freedoms.  There was also a small but important 

section which briefly explored the history of the women’s suffrage 

movement: it incorporated artefacts as well as images and looked at the 

significance of dress within the history of the cause. The fascinating stories 

were explored of Elsie Duval and Olive Beamish, militant suffragettes, 

whose dramatic criminal activity in support of the fight to gain the vote took 

place in Englefield Green.  A booklet was produced detailing the story and 

including additional information and images; the booklet is still available to buy 

from the Museum shop. 

 

In October we held our Annual General Meeting when there was a changing of the 

guard with Christine Dunster standing down as chair and Heather Graham taking 

up the role.  We also welcomed our new neighbour, Valerie Clark, on to the 

committee (Valerie has since joined the Museum staff as one of the Museum 

Assistants).  Lorna Dalgleish and former County Councillor Chris Norman were 

elected into Honorary Life Membership.  Our guest speaker for the evening was 

Rob Poulton, from the Surrey County Archaeological Unit, who spoke about 

excavations of the iron age hill fort on St Ann’s Hill; the talk linked in to the 

exhibition St Ann’s Hill: From Hillfort to Country Park. 

 

In November there were three contrasting events.  Ralph Rendall, one of our members, gave an interesting talk on 

architectural items he had rescued from Chertsey buildings.  He travelled up from Storrington with a car full of 

chimney pots, door locks, hinges, a lead W.C. and more to illustrate his talk.  Grace Evans, our Keeper of Costume, 

led a fashion study day focusing on Fashion and Freedom and discussing the history of women’s emancipation and 

its connection to dress.  A new exhibition, Fancy A Cuppa?, in the Temporary Exhibition Gallery replaced St Ann’s 

Hill: From Hillfort to Country Park.  This exhibition celebrated all things “tea” and 

showcased some of the many tea caddies, spoons and ceramics in the Museum’s 

collections and was peppered with interesting facts about tea. 

 

On 22 November there was the first showing of the BBC’s Celebrity Antiques Road Trip 

(Episode 8 Series 7) in which Grace Evans revealed the secrets of Georgian underwear!  

This was a marvellous free nationwide advertisement for the Museum.  

 

In December we held our annual carol service at St Peter’s Church followed by mulled 

wine and mince pies in the Museum, which was suitably dressed for the occasion.  It was 

pleasing to see so many members and friends there. 

Turner sketchbook on loan from the Tate 

Fashion & Freedom exhibition 

Antique expert Margie Cooper, 

Grace Evans & actor Holly Aird 



Early in the New Year an art and design show featuring work by students from Sir William Perkins’s School 

opened In the Temporary Exhibition Gallery. The display included sketchbooks, sculptures, paintings, drawings 

and prints created by the students for their GCSE and A–level portfolios and demonstrated the wealth of young 

artistic talent in the area. 

 

Continuing the theme of women’s suffrage, in February Irene Cockroft, an independent exhibition curator and 

author, gave a talk under the title Votes for Women from a New Angle  or  What did you wear in the Women’s 

Revolution Great Aunt?  Irene took a side-ways glance at what women wore as their lives sped from tight-laced 

drawing-room ornament, to racy political activist, and cycling excursionist sporting 

rational dress.  Interestingly, Irene has a direct link with suffrage activism: her great

-aunt Ernestine Mills was a suffrage artist. 

 

In a change of theme, in March a party joined the Runnymede Young 

Archaeologists’ Club on a trip to the City of London to visit the London Mithraeum 

and view the reconstructed remains of the Roman Temple of Mithras.  The party 

went on to the Museum of London to see some of the temple finds.   

 

Later that month, a new exhibition, Liquid History – The Rivers 

of Runnymede, opened in the Temporary Exhibition Gallery. The exhibition showcases some of 

the Museum’s most iconic archaeology and reveals just how important the waterways were to 

those who lived and worked in the Borough over the centuries. The display is part of 

Runnymede Borough Council’s River Celebration Festival 2018.  A specially commissioned 

film, by film-maker Tj Lane accompanying the exhibition, records a year in the life of the 

Borough’s rivers. The film captures the essence of river life with interviews from local boat 

builder, Michael Dennett, Surrey Wildlife Trust’s RiverSearch Co-ordinator, Glen Skelton and 

Andrew Hayward, owner and head brewer of Thames Side Brewery - to name but a few. All 

those who feature in the film were invited to a private viewing in April at the Museum, including 

our friends from the St Edward’s Brotherhood who were shown in the film Blessing the Waters on the Abbey River.  

The film may be viewed on Youtube on the Chertsey Museum channel. 

 

In May the annual Museums at Night family open evening fell on the eve of the Royal wedding.  The theme was 

Kings and Queens with a trail around the Museum and a crown making craft session.  Prince and Princess 

costumes were encouraged! 

 

For a privileged few towards the end of the month there was a pre-view of a 

new 3D computer model of Chertsey Abbey as it would have looked in its mid-

14
th
 century heyday.  Designed by James Cumper, the project has been 

financed by the Friends with the generous support of County Councillor Mark 

Nuti and Neil Taylor and Paul Blake of World Cargo Logistics.  Once the 

finishing touches have been made to the model it will be installed on a touch-

screen PC in the Runnymede Room for all to see. The next stage of the 

project will be to produce additional information about the abbey to accompany 

the model and to form the basis of learning resources for local schools. 

 

June saw the opening in the Discovery Zone of For Your Tomorrows.  This 

exhibition, marking the centenary of the end of the First World War, follows on 

from the successful Runnymede Remembered exhibition in 2014, marking the 

centenary of the beginning of the war.  The exhibition focuses on the social 

impact of the war and how the Borough changed in the years immediately 

following the ceasefire.  Part funded by a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund, 

the exhibition is aimed at making everyone in the Borough aware of the 

sacrifice made by the 848 Borough Fallen.   

YAC families & Friends outside the Museum 
of London 

TJ Lane on the Thames 

Abbey model by James Cumper 

For Your Tomorrows 



Two events in June continued the theme of women’s suffrage. First, a fashion study day, in association with the 

Southern Counties Costume Society, explored the history of women’s emancipation and dress, and included a talk 

from Nicola Sowter on Madeleine Vionnet – Fashion Pioneer . Madeleine Vionnet was a pioneer of women’s freedom 

in both her personal life and her innovative fashion design; she also had a local connection to the Chertsey area. 

Before she opened her couture house, she worked for a short time at Holloway Sanatorium.  Later in the month, 

Harriet Costelloe, Royal Holloway College Archivist, looked at the establishment of women's colleges in the 19th 

century, the colleges' experiences of the suffrage movement, and alumni of the colleges who went on to take an 

active role in the suffrage movement, including Emily Wilding Davison.  Harriet’s talk was followed by an Equalitea to 

celebrate Vote 100. 

 

In July the Museum garden won second prize in the Newcomer category of the 

2018 Greenfingers of Runnymede Competition and third prize in the 

Community Garden category.  This is all thanks to Mags Thomas and the 

gardening team who have devoted so much time to the garden and continue 

to do so.  The Friends were also chosen as one of the three charities to benefit 

from fund raising during the month at the Addlestone branch of Waitrose and 

we expect to receive £205, a most welcome boost to our funds and another 

free advert for the Museum. 

 

 

The Black Cherry Fair open day on the second Saturday in July 

was very hot and, despite the competing attractions of the Football 

World Cup and Wimbledon, there were a lot of visitors to the 

Museum.  We again had an information stall on the Abbeyfield with 

the indefatigable Mags Thomas, Jim Knight, Carol Botterill and 

Heather Graham braving the sun and dressed as aviator Louis 

Berliot, circus owner Gerry Cottle and suffragette Emily Wilding 

Davison.  Our thanks go to everyone who helped out on the day 

either in the Museum or on the field.  

 

Also in July, Silent Soldiers began appearing at strategic points across the Borough.  These sombre, silent figures 

featuring a near life size silhouette of a First World War Tommy were installed by Runnymede Borough Council and 

were purchased via the grant to the Museum from the Heritage Lottery Fund.  The figures are intended as a reminder 

of the sacrifices made by men and women of the armed forces during the conflict which ended nearly 100 years ago. 

 

During the year the Friends acquired a Lang’s propeller for the Museum’s collection.  It is said that approximately 

80% of British planes flying during the First World War were using propellers that were made by Lang in Addlestone.  

It is proposed to put the propeller on permanent display in the near future.  The Friends also purchased a new 

gazebo and new garden furniture.  

 

There have been a number of changes in Museum staff during the year:  we 

welcomed Jane Forrest as Costume Assistant and Tamsin Birch as Education 

Assistant; as mentioned above we also welcomed Valerie Clark as Museum Assistant 

in succession to Jennie Anderson.  We know that they will all enjoy their time at the 

Museum. 

 

The monthly and seasonal rounds of activities have continued with children’s holiday 

activities, 15 Minutes of Fun, Museum Monkeys, Young Archaeologists’ Club, Fun 

with Fabric and Craft and Wine evenings for adults.  An innovation this year has been 

the monthly Tea and Talk at Two for the over 50s, which has proved to be very 

popular. 

  

 

Mags & Mayor of Runnymede, Cllr. Dolsie Clarke 

Heather, Mags, Chris & Carol - our local heroes 

Museum Monkeys 



We have continued membership of the British Association of Friends of Museums (BAfM).  We have also maintained 

membership of the British Association for Local History, which provides cost effective public liability insurance.   

  

At the end of the year we had 56 (52) individual members and 56 (60) family members and 40 (43) honorary and life 

members. 

  

Income reserves amounted to £9,407 at the end of the year. The Committee’s policy on reserves is to hold sufficient 

funds to meet expenditure in the following twelve months and to build up a reserve to help fund future acquisitions for 

the Museum collections. In deciding which activities to support, the Committee pays due regard to the Charity 

Commission’s guidance on public benefit.  The attached accounts have been drawn up on the receipts and 

payments basis which is consistent with the previous year. 

  

The Friends do not have sufficient funds to invest in longer term investments. All funds are held in cash using only 

banks covered by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme or the Charities Official Investment Fund. 

  

The Committee has identified the major risks to which we believe The Friends are exposed and has established 

systems to mitigate them.  These include systems of internal controls designed to provide reasonable assurance 

against material mismanagement or financial loss. 

  

We cannot end this report without thanking Emma Warren, and all the Museum staff and volunteers for their 

tremendous support and cooperation throughout the year.  We look forward to working together again in the coming 

year. 

  

Approved by the Committee on 18 September 2018 and signed on their behalf by  

 

Heather Graham 

Chair 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
The Friends of Chertsey Museum 

Registered Charity No. 1075200 
 

Receipts and Payments Account for year ended 31 August 2018 
 

RECEIPTS       2018     2017  

         £     £ 

Subscriptions 1,125.00 1,015.00 

Events 1,309.87 3,180.10  

Donations - general 278.76    411.50 

Donations – box 635.69    695.83  

Interest 39.89      46.42  

Tax claims under gift aid 454.96    397.21  

 3,844.17 5,746.06  

Grants (for Chertsey Abbey Project) 

Surrey County Council 1,500.00 

World Cargo Logistics 1,500.00 

Other 445.00 

Grants (for Garden Project)  10,652.03 

Grant (for Display Case)  3,000.00  
    

TOTAL RECEIPTS 7,289.17 19,398.09 

 

PAYMENTS     

 

Events 1,001.35 1,747.56 

Administration 388.68    155.00  

Annual meeting and report 165.55    149.02  

Donation to Museum 794.61    869.78 

Display boards       19.00 

Acquisitions 57.92    135.00 

Gazebo 552.20 

Garden furniture 474.66 

 3,434.97 3,075.36  

Projects:     

Garden 322.39 11,108.09 

World War 1 and website    2,226.80 

Display cases 3,000.00   1,643.95 

15 Minutes of Fun 23.28  

Chertsey Abbey interactive 2,419.40    

TOTAL PAYMENTS 9,200.04 18,054.20 

     

Net receipts/payments for the year -1,910.87 1,343.89  

Balance brought forward 16,234.41 14,890.52  

Balance carried forward 14,323.54 16,234.41  



Statement of Assets as at 31 August 2018 

 2018 2017   

 £ £ 

Barclays Bank plc Chertsey Community Account 228.46               2,179.22 

Charities Official Investment Fund Deposit Account 14,095.08 14,055.19 

Total 14,323.54 16,234.41 

Represented by: 

General Fund (Unrestricted) 9,407.92 10,998.72  

Project Funds:   

World War 1 exhibition and website (Restricted) 658.91     658.91 

Education Loan Boxes (Restricted) 472.51     472.51 

Museum Monkeys (Restricted) 392.00     392.00  

Display Cases (Restricted)   3,000.00 

Chertsey Abbey interactive (Restricted) 1,025.60 

Total Project Funds (Restricted) 2,549.02   4,523.42  

 

15 Minutes of Fun (Designated) 82.44     105.72  

Museum Garden (Designated) 284.16     606.55 

Chertsey Abbey interactive (Designated) 2,000.00 

Total Project Funds (Designated)  2,366.60     712.27  

 

Total Funds  14,323.54 16,234.41   

Approved by the Committee on 18 September 2018 and signed on their behalf by 

Richard Mason R G Mason Hon. Treasurer 

 

Independent Examiner's Report to the Committee of The Friends of Chertsey Museum 

I report on the accounts of The Friends of Chertsey Museum for the year ended 31 August 2018 set out above. 

Respective responsibilities of committee and examiner 

As the charity's trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts; you consider that an audit is not required for this year under  

section 144 of the Charities Act 2011 (the Charities Act) and that an independent examination is needed.  

 It is my responsibility: 

to examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act, 

to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission (under Section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act), 
and 

to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of examiner's report 

My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given by the Charity Commission.  An examination includes a review of the 
accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records.  It also includes consideration of any  

unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters.  The procedures  

undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts 
present a “true and fair” view and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement below. 

Independent Examiner's statement 

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 

1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements: 

to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act; 

to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the accounting requirements of the Charities Act  

have not been met; or 

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

R D Enticott FCA     R D Enticott 
19 Abbey Road Chertsey Surrey KT16 8AL  2 October 2018 


