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Cover illustration: Child’s silk day gown, c.1850. It is included in the  

Waisted  

Efforts exhibition.  
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Introduction 
 

2016/17 has seen the Olive Matthews Collection continue to thrive. The 

collection has benefitted from exciting new acquisitions, successful new 

displays, loans out and a range of fascinating dress-related events. The 

continuation of enhanced hours for the Keeper of Costume and the option 

for occasional overtime have meant that the service has been able to 

respond quickly to enquiries and be as thorough and innovative as possible 

when it comes to planning exhibitions and events. Plans have also moved 

forward for the enhancement and increase of our storage areas which will in 

due course mean room for expansion and easier access to the collection for 

researchers and staff alike. This was also the year that Valerie Cumming sadly 

stepped down. She had been a long-standing Trustee of the Olive Matthews 

Collection and Chairman since 2003. Her dedication, enthusiasm and 

expertise have been a huge asset to the Olive Matthews Collection and the 

Museum as a whole and she is much missed. We also welcomed 2 new 

Trustees, Tim Hardesty and Janet Wood. Their specific skills, in legal matters 

and fashion respectively, are of great help to the Trust.   
 

Collections Management: 
 

Conservation: 
 The on-going conservation programme continued with many pieces 

benefiting during the year. The exhibition Waisted Efforts was the 

impetus for garments to receive treatment. They ranged from 18th 

century men’s and women’s wear through to dresses and underwear 

from the 1950s. Poppy Singer, our long-standing conservator, worked 

particularly hard on a man’s suit of brown ribbed silk, which had never 

before been exhibited, despite being in the collection since its 

inception. As it is very small, it had been subject to extensive alterations 

when it had been worn for theatricals/fancy dress. Poppy managed to 

reverse these and bring it back to its original form. Amongst other 

painstaking conservation work, she created bespoke mounts for a 

number of corsets, allowing visitors to see pieces mounted on forms 

which are correct for their particular eras.  

 

Display:  
 A new desk case was purchased from ClickNetherfield and is currently 

located in the Fashion Gallery. This case has the latest specifications in 

terms of security, ease of access for installation and visibility of objects 

for visitors. It has allowed us to show an additional item in the current 

fashion exhibition, and will really come into its own in 2017/18 as it is 

used to show loans from a national museum.   

 

Acquisitions & Documentation: 
 41 items have been formally accessioned into the collection during 
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2016/17.  The pieces are now fully documented, labelled, 

photographed, stored safely and added to our digital database so that 

they are easily accessible. Garments accessioned included a number 

of items purchased from auction houses (of which more details later 

on). There are also wonderful donations such as a pink silk negligée 

dated to 1913 which belonged to the wife of the manager of the Savoy 

hotel restaurant and excellent examples of high-quality 1960s 

underwear by the designer Illa Knina whose boutique was located in 

Sloane Square.  

 

Photography:  
 

 John Chase, our regular freelance 

photographer, completed the photography 

of items included in the Waisted Efforts 

exhibition in July. As always, he has produced 

beautiful shots of a 

large number of 

mounted and 

conserved items. He has 

photographed pieces 

from many different 

angles and 

produced 

stunning close-

ups which allow 

us to experience 

the beautiful 

workmanship 

and sheer skill 

involved in their 

production on a 

whole new level. 

His work 

continues to 

benefit the 

collection 

greatly. John composes and lights 

each photograph so that the 

garments are recorded at their 

absolute best. The images have 

multiple uses; they find their way into 

publications, talks, online resources 

and publicity for exhibitions.   

Detail of a rare painted man’s 

waistcoat, c.1765 - 1775. It features in 

the Waisted Efforts exhibition. 

M.2003.25 

Detail of a man’s swimsuit 

of striped wool, c.1910 - 

1920. This item was 

recently purchased at 

auction and is exhibited in 

Waisted Efforts. M.2016.22 

Man’s suit of ribbed silk after extensive 

conservation to bring it back to its former glory, 

c.1785 - 1790. It is featured in the Waisted Efforts 

exhibition. MT.2046a+b 
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Purchases:  
 

The Olive Matthews Trust made further important 

purchases during 2016/17. Bidding took place at 3 

separate sales at Kerry Taylor Auctions in June 

2016, October 2016 and December 2016. Other 

items were purchased through smaller auction 

houses. Though we were not successful in 

acquiring all the items we were hoping for, we did 

manage to purchase a number of excellent 

additions to the collection. On the 14th June 2016 

we were successful in bidding for: a rare man’s 

jacket of checked cotton from the 1840s, a 

beautiful ivory satin Spencer (now on display in 

the Waisted Efforts exhibition), a group of designer 

hats including one by Jeanne Lanvin and a 

Christian Dior couture suit 

dated to 1955. At Ewbank’s auction house in Surrey 

we picked up two important pieces: a linen gown 

with block print which was in remarkably good 

condition and a rare 1840s ensemble - a dress with a  

matching cape. An important pair of Suffragette 

stockings were acquired from Tennant’s auction 

house in Yorkshire. These will be displayed in our 

forthcoming Fashion and Freedom exhibition. The 11th 

October sale at Kerry Taylor saw further very important 

purchases: a pair of men’s ‘winklepickers’ from the 

1960s - similar to those worn by the Beatles. An early 

1960s Mary Quant dress, a man’s tail coat with ‘M’ 

notched lapels and a trouser suit by Kensington 

boutique Mr Freedom. Finally the sale at Kerry Taylor’s 

on the 12th December saw the successful purchase of 

an important Chanel suit from Gabrielle Chanel’s final collection - Spring/

Summer 1971. 

 

Donations:  
 

The collection has received a total of 

16 donations during 2016/17. These 

include the group of Illa Knina 

underwear mentioned earlier, a 

beautiful 1850s carriage parasol, 

evening wear by Yuki and Liberty of 

London and a Laura Ashley outfit from 

the 1970s. All of the items have been 

carefully selected to fill gaps in the 

collection.  

Detail of buttons from the 

Chanel suit purchased at 

Kerry Taylor Auctions in 

December 2016.  

M.2017.003 

Girdle by Illa Knina, part of a collection donated 

via the V&A from the select London boutique, 

c.1955 - 1965. M.2016.46 

Detail of the embroidery from the 

Suffragette stockings purchased from 

Tennant’s Auctioneers. M.2016.31a+b 
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Loans:  

 
 From January to May 2017, the Olive Matthews 

Collection lent a block printed linen gown to the 

Fan Museum in Greenwich. It formed part of their 

exhibition Biblical Fans, and brought a focal point 

and context to the display. Due to the practical 

and relatively hard-wearing nature of the linen it is 

made from, we were able to lend this piece fully 

mounted at relatively short notice. Wherever 

possible we try to accommodate loan requests in 

accordance with our Loans out policy, and we 

were very pleased to be able to lend to our friends 

and colleagues at the Fan Museum. We also 

borrowed several items for the 2016/17 fashion 

exhibition Waisted Efforts. These included corsets 

from the Hopkins Collection and a Liberty of 

London tea gown from a local collector.  
 

 

Temporary Exhibitions - Fashion Gallery: 
 

 The Fifty Years of Fashion exhibition remained in place until Saturday 3rd 

September 2016. One of our most popular, it celebrated the fashions 

worn during the 50 years that Chertsey Museum had been open to the 

public. Many of our visitors could remember wearing items similar to 

those on display, and this made for a very interactive and thought-

provoking exhibition. A notebook for visitors to record their memories 

and reactions to the display was well used, and it has been fascinating 

to read comments inspired by the garments and recollections 

associated with them.   

  

Current Fashion Exhibition - Waisted Efforts 

 

 Waisted Efforts opened on the 17th September 2016. It focuses on the 

waistline from the 1750s to the 1950s  - its key role in the fashionable 

silhouette, and the way in which it changed through the decades. Both 

men’s and women’s garments are included and the theme allowed us 

to select some of our most stunning pieces. These included our 1770s 

sack back gown, crinolines, and tightly nipped-in gowns from the late 

19th century, a 1920s flapper dress and 1950s New Look pieces. A 

separate section at the end of the display contained corsets dating 

from the 1780s through to the 1950s, and included a man’s corset in red 

wool lent by the Hopkins Collection. The Hopkins Collection, which has 

Block printed linen day gown, 

c.1770, lent to the Fan Museum 

in Greenwich. M.1989.13 
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Enquiries and Research 

 
 From April 2016 to the end of March 2017, a total of 530 people gained 

special access to the collection through general enquiries (290), 

individual visits to the reserve collection (26), group visits & talks (214). 

2015/16 was a particularly strong year in terms of numbers, and we 

have not reached such heights this year. However, it is comparable to 

2014/15, which in its turn represented an 88% increase on the previous 

year. Although it is disappointing that we have not reached the dizzy 

heights of 2015/16, this is generally a demand-driven service and it is 

thought that we may have temporarily saturated the local/costume 

market. Bookings for the 2017/18 period are already up on last year, 

and so this slight drop in numbers is not likely to continue on a 

downward trajectory. In what has still been a busy year for talks and 

events, many have taken place outside of the Keeper of Costume’s 

normal hours, so the Trust’s continued support through overtime 

payments has allowed for greater flexibility when it comes to 

responding to enquiries.  
 We welcomed groups from the local area with talks to the Addlestone 

Historical Society and the NHS Retirement Fellowship, as well as 

institutions with a national membership, such as the Doll Club of Great 

Britain. Central Saint Martins college made their annual visit and in 

November we hosted an extremely popular study day in partnership 

with the Southern Counties Costume Society. This focused on our 

Waisted Efforts exhibition. Our ability to respond swiftly to enquiries and 

requests; carefully tailoring visits to specific requirements, means that we 

are often favoured over the larger London collections and receive 

much positive feedback.  
 

links to the School of 

Historical Dress, also lent a 

1911 corset and a striking 

Edwardian shop dummy. 

As with our previous 

exhibition, a leaflet was 

produced for each visitor 

to take away. This includes 

images and information 

from the exhibition as well 

as a URL to type into a 

computer browser which 

allows visitors to access 

detailed catalogue 

information about the pieces on display.  

General view of the Waisted Efforts exhibition.  
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Education and Interpretation 
 

Schools: 
 Our Education officers Sally Turner and Heidi Dawley have continued to 

work in partnership with the Keeper of Costume to provide sessions 

which incorporate the Olive Matthews Collection. The Education 

Department has been able to make regular use of the fashion displays 

in their visits for school children, especially the ‘Clothes in the Past’ 

session, which was chosen by a number of primary schools. The 50 Years 

of Fashion exhibition helped children to understand how styles have 

changed so much within living memory. The current Waisted Efforts 

display is arranged chronologically so that pupils can see the 

progression of waistline styles and fashion in general over a period of 

200 years. The inclusion of corsetry and underpinnings helps to show 

how the different silhouettes were achieved. The dressing up elements 

included in both exhibitions have also been greatly enjoyed by school 

groups. During informal art and craft activities children have also used 

the fashion displays as inspiration. A-level and GCSE students have 

continued to make regular visits to the fashion galleries, using the pieces 

displayed as starting points for special research projects. The After 

School Club at the local Weybridge secondary school, St Georges 

College benefitted from specially tailored sessions on a number of 

Museum-related themes, including Georgian fashion. A slide 

presentation and replica dress to try on and investigate formed part of 

the fashion session.  

  
Colleges: 
 Central St Martins Fashion History and Theory students came for their 

annual talk on 19th century women’s dress and the history of the 

collection, as well as a tour of the 

galleries and a chance to view a wide 

selection of reserve collection pieces. 

Many other students in tertiary 

education have also come 

independently to see pieces.  

 
Adult Education & Events: 
 In April 2016 Grace Evans gave a talk on 

Fashion and the Titanic for the 

Addlestone Historical Society. This was 

well received. In the same month she 

also gave a talks on the 50 Years of 

Fashion exhibition to the NHS Retirement 

Fellowship and the Association of Dress 
Fun with Fabric group making patchwork 

items inspired by items in our textile  

collection.  
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Historians.   

 September saw the 

Private View of the 

Waisted Efforts 

exhibition, which 

was attended by 

Trustees, members of 

the Friends of 

Chertsey Museum, 

Councillors, 

longstanding visitors 

with an interest in 

fashion, 

representatives of 

schools and 

colleges, lenders 

and donors of items 

on display. It was a 

busy and enjoyable 

evening which 

provided good publicity for the exhibition. It was also an opportunity for 

the staff of the Museum to formally thank 

Valerie Cumming, outgoing Chairman of the 

Trustees, for her long service and dedication 

to the Collection and to the Museum.  

 In October Grace travelled to 

Kensington to give a talk and fashion 

identification session to the Doll Club of 

Great Britain. The talk included images of our 

Pedlar Doll. This is a very rare item. The doll 

dates to c.1800 - 1830, but the items she is 

carrying date from 1690 to 1730, and there 

was much interest in this. There was some 

suggestion that items she is carrying may 

have originated from an early doll’s house.  

It was possible to help date the dolls that the collectors had brought by 

dating the fashions that they were wearing. Some were as early as the 

1700s.  

 

Professional Development: 
 

 The Keeper of Costume attended a number of study days and 

exhibitions during the course of 2016/17. These included the Association 

of Dress Historians conference in Brighton in February 2017, which 

featured papers on new dress research.  

 

Valerie Cumming, who stepped down as a Trustee of the Olive Matthews 

Collection in 2016, receiving tokens of thanks from Richard Mason, Trustee 

and committee member of the Friends of Chertsey Museum and Emma 

Warren, Curator of Chertsey Museum, during the Waisted Efforts exhibition 

private view, September 2016.  

The Pedlar Doll from the Olive Matthews 

Collection, shown with her wares. c.1690 - 

1830. MT.4784.  
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Volunteers and Additional Support staff: 
 Barbara Prowle - long-term fashion volunteer - continued to provide 

valuable help with day-to-day collections care projects as well as 

making underpinnings and dressing up for the fashion exhibition.  
 Jane Forrest was able to assist with projects associated with creating 

replicas and preparation for photography during 2016/17. She also 

worked hard on a number of mannequins for the Waisted Efforts 

exhibition.  
 Kaye East, who assists with local history projects at the Museum, has also 

carried out accessioning for the Olive Matthews Collection.   
 Very sadly a long standing volunteer and part-time member of staff, 

Kerry Agar-Hynd, died on the 3rd July 2016 after a brave battle with 

cancer. Kerry had worked with the Olive Matthews Collection for over 

15 years, and her skills and enthusiasm, as well as her friendship, are very 

much missed by all who knew and worked with her.  
 

General Museum Updates 

 
Non Fashion Developments: 
 The Discovery Zone on the First floor began our period with an exhibition 

entitled From the Somme to the Cedars about Kenneth Anns, architect, 

artist and former resident of The Cedars. It was curated by his daughter 

Caroline, and as well as celebrating Kenneth’s achievements, it also 

shed light on the history of the house before it became a Museum.   
 This was followed by an arresting exhibition - Highwaymen. This display 

looked at the history of this much romanticised element of the criminal 

fraternity with particular reference to local stories and characters.  
 Finally, towards the end of the 2016/17 period, the display At Your 

Leisure opened in the Discovery Zone. This charts the history of leisure 

activities in the borough. A number of items from the Olive Matthews 

Collection feature including an 1850s parasol, 1930s swimming costume 

and Olive Matthews’ own ice and roller skates which date from the 

early 20th century.  
 The Temporary Exhibition Gallery played 

host to a number of innovative and 

thought provoking exhibitions during the 

course of the year. The first was a 

display of ‘Magna Carta Embroideries’. 

These were created by Rhoda Nevins of 

the Royal School of Needlework and a 

dedicated team of volunteers, and 

followed on from our important Magna 

Carta exhibition of 2015.  
 The next Temporary Exhibition was Wild 

About Runnymede. This display was 

created in partnership with the Surrey 

Olive Matthews’ ice skates as 

featured in the At Your Leisure 

exhibition. MT.4731 
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Wildlife Trust, and looked at the natural environment in our borough.  
 A photography exhibition featuring work by Doug Kurn showed portraits 

of local people, which helped to bring a new audience into the 

Museum.  
 An art exhibition followed, featuring stunning work by the students of Sir 

William Perkins’ School in Chertsey.  
 The Museum has many regular planned events.  The Friends of Chertsey 

Museum have themed trips and talks throughout the year. Other events 

include ‘15 minutes of Fun’ - a drop-in craft activity for children, 

‘Museum Monkeys’ which is aimed at pre-school children, and the 

‘Dementia Café’; a drop-in event which allows dementia sufferers and 

their carers to access the Education handling collection. The Young 

Archaeologists’ Club is also thriving with visits to places of interest and 

events at the Museum. ‘Fun with Fabric’, an adult education group runs 

on a monthly basis as do the popular ‘Craft and Wine’ evenings.   
 The ‘Chertsey Museum App’ - a Smartphone application - has been 

updated with further new content. It now features a Gallery Guide 

where visitors can discover more about our star objects by entering an 

’Object Stop’ code into their phones. This is updated as exhibitions 

change.  
 December 2016 saw the conclusion of a year-long project entitled A 

Year in the Life of Chertsey Museum. Each working day, staff took a 

photograph relating to the work of the Museum. These images were 

shared on social media at the time they were taken, successfully giving 

us increased exposure and publicity online. At the end of the project an 

album was produced so that we retain a hard copy of this fascinating 

insight into the work of Chertsey Museum staff during 2016.   
 

Website: 
 Our website has continued to be developed. The site includes text and 

images from previous exhibitions, including those in the Fashion Gallery, 

and researchers are now regularly using the database to identify items 

that they wish to view during research visits. A separate area of the 

website has been dedicated to more in-depth information about 

current fashion exhibitions, but this is only available once visitors have 

been to the Museum in person and picked up an exhibition leaflet. 

Once visitors have seen the display they have a URL that they can type 

into their browser. This brings up images and catalogue entries for each 

exhibit. Once exhibitions are finished in the gallery they live on in virtual 

form on the website, and these, as well as the online catalogue are also 

available from our touchscreen in the Fashion Gallery. It is also now 

possible to order books from the website and from the Museum via 

Amazon.  
 

Plans for 2017/18 
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 Work is now well 

underway for our next 

exhibition: Fashion and 

Freedom, which opens 

on the 16th September 

2017 and closes on the 

1st September 2018. 

Designed to coincide 

with the 100th 

anniversary of a 

proportion of women 

gaining the vote in 

1918, this exhibition 

tells the story of the 

emancipation (or 

otherwise) of women 

through dress. Starting with beautiful yet impractical garments dating 

from the 1840s, the display charts the way in which women’s bodies 

were often hampered by their clothing and how this steadily improved 

over the following 150 years. Incorporating underwear, eveningwear, 

sportswear and daywear, this thought-provoking exhibition will feature a 

fascinating array of women’s clothing. Themes of social and cultural 

limitation and liberation will also be explored alongside the physical 

aspects of women’s dress. In addition, the exhibition will include an 

important display of Suffragette artefacts with stories of the Suffragette 

cause as it was experienced locally.   

 Jane Forrest has been working hard with Grace Evans on mannequin 

padding - always a time-consuming process. The display will include a 

number of the best pieces from our core collection, such as our purple 

shot silk day gown from the late 1840s and corsets and bustles. A newly 

acquired and extensively conserved 1870s walking dress will also 

feature; showing how hampering garments were even when designed 

to be worn when taking exercise. Bathing suits from the Victorian age 

through to the 1960s further show how women’s active wear changed 

over time. The 20th century is also well represented and new 

acquisitions by Mary Quant and Mr Freedom will feature, as well as our 

Suffragette stockings of course. A number of high-profile Suffragette-

related loans will also be exhibited as part of the exhibition. The new 

desk case purchased by OMCT will be used for these.  

 The Discovery Zone will house an exhibition exploring the end of the First 

World War; the impact that this had locally and how the borough 

changed. We are going to be a lead partner in the Borough’s 

commemorations for the end of World War One and a re-enactment 

day will also complement the exhibition and the general 

commemorations.  

 The Temporary Exhibition Gallery will again see a wide variety of local 

and more general thematic displays. An important exhibition about St 

Above: Bustle and drawers, 

c.1872 - 74, M.1996.17 & 

MT.2433. Right: Shot silk day 

gown,  c.1845 - 50. M.1993.217 
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Ann’s Hill is the first, which includes the wonderful and high-profile loan 

of JWM Turner’s sketch book from the Tate Gallery. There will also be an 

exhibition on rivers which will be part of a Borough wide river festival. We 

will be working with cameraman Tjden Lane to produce a short film 

about life on the river to be shown as part of the exhibition. It will open 

for Easter 2018 with a river pageant organised with Cllr Derek Cotty.  

 We have a number of fashion groups visiting the Museum during 

2017/18. Central St Martins are due to return as well as various local and 

national societies. Grace Evans is giving talks to a large group from the 

Fan Circle International, showing 18th century fans and costume from 

the collection. The Wey Valley Textile Workshop, Farncombe are visiting, 

as well as the Costume Society. Grace is giving a talk to the Chertsey 

Society, The Hersham Women’s Institute, The NHS Retirement Fellowship 

and the Woking Active Retirement Club.  

 As part of our programme of events associated with our next exhibition: 

Fashion and Freedom, we have booked Irene Cockroft, writer, historian 

of the Suffragette movement and independent curator to come and 

give a paper. This will take place in February 2018 and is designed to 

coincide with the 100th Anniversary of the passing of the 1918 

Representation of the People Act, which gave some women the right to 

vote for the first time.  

 Following the granting of planning permission, we hope to begin work to 

create new storage areas and possibly a study space at our off-site 

store. We are looking forward to working with the Trust’s chosen 

architect in order to make the very most of the space available.   

 As part of her on-going professional development, Grace Evans will be 

attending a variety of conferences, exhibitions and study days during 

2017/18.  


