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Cover illustration: Pair of women’s black knitted cotton stockings 

embroidered in silk with Suffragette motifs and ‘Votes for Women’. 

Circa 1908 - 1910.  

 

Exhibited in the Fashion and Freedom exhibition of 2017/18 

 

M.2016.31a+b 
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Introduction 
 

2017/18 was the year when the cry ‘Votes for Women’ was heard ringing 

through the Museum! Much of the Keeper of Costume’s time was taken up 

with the preparation and delivery of the exhibition Fashion and Freedom; a 

display which chimed with the national mood as we celebrated 100 years 

since some women gained the vote. Some very important items have been 

added to the collection in the form of both donations and purchases, and 

work has been going on behind the scenes to conserve, photograph and 

interpret the Olive Matthews Collection to the highest standards. This 

includes addressing long-term storage challenges. Inspiring displays, 

incorporating beautifully mounted garments, have encouraged a broad 

spectrum of visitors, and many of these have delved deeper with 

opportunities to join us for a range of well-attended bespoke talks and 

events which have taken place throughout the year. We were also 

delighted to welcome Jane Forrest as our new Costume Assistant. Her skill 

and attention to detail have taken our displays to the next level.  

 

Collections Management: 
 

Conservation: 
 The on-going conservation programme continued with many pieces 

benefiting during the year. The exhibition Fashion and Freedom was the 

impetus for garments to receive treatment from Poppy Singer, our long-

standing conservator. They ranged from an 1870s linen walking dress to 

a pair of brown velvet ladies trousers by 1970s boutique Mr Freedom. 

The walking dress was a particularly successful project. We had 

received it as a disposal 

from the Whitworth Art 

Gallery, Manchester. It was 

in a very crumpled and dirty 

condition, with several 

pieces detached. After 

painstaking repairs, washing 

and steaming, it emerged 

looking stunning; arguably 

the star of the exhibition. 

Poppy also undertook work 

in advance of the 

September 2018 exhibition 

Dressed For Best. In particular 

she conserved a ’Robe de 

Style’ from the 1920s which is 

relatively new to the collection.    

 

 

Linen walking dress c.1872 shown before and after conserva-

tion. M.2013.104 
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Acquisitions & Documentation: 
 10 items have been formally accessioned into the collection during 

2017/18.  The pieces are now fully documented, labelled, 

photographed, stored safely and added to our digital database so that 

they are easily accessible. Garments accessioned included a very 

valuable evening gown by the prestigious House of Worth - one of the 

first and most important Parisian couture houses. See page 6 for further 

details.  

 

Photography:  
 

John Chase, our regular photographer, 

completed the photography of items included 

in the Fashion and Freedom exhibition in July. As 

always, he has produced beautiful, well-lit 

images of a large number of mounted and 

conserved items. He has photographed pieces 

from many different angles and produced 

gorgeous close-ups which allow us to 

experience the beautiful workmanship and 

sheer skill involved in their production on a 

whole new level. His work continues to benefit 

the collection enormously. John’s 

Detail  from a ‘New Look’ evening gown, 

c.1952. It is displayed as part of the 

Fashion and Freedom exhibition. 

M.2012.38 

Detail from a beaded pink velvet 

evening gown by Russell and Allen, 

c.1923. It is displayed as part of the 

Fashion and Freedom exhibition. 

M.2006.14 

Full-length image of our linen walking dress, c.1872. 

It is displayed as part of the Fashion and Freedom 

exhibition. M.2013.104 
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meticulous working method and talent ensure that the garments are 

photographed looking their best. The images have multiple uses; they 

illustrate publications, talks, online resources and publicity for exhibitions.   

 

Purchases:  
 

The Olive Matthews 

Trust made further 

important purchases 

during 2017/18. 

Bidding took place 

at two Kerry Taylor 

auctions in 

September and 

November 2017. We 

also purchased an 

important 

manuscript depicting 

the embroiderer’s workshop as illustrated in Diderot’s Encyclopaedia of 1763. 

This will feature in a forthcoming exhibition on embroidery, opening in 

October 2018. The September Kerry Taylor sale brought us a beautifully 

tailored lady’s riding habit c.1880 - an item that rarely comes to the market 

and essential for the proper investigation of the history of women’s tailoring. 

It has a skirt with an extra section at one side to allow for riding side-saddle. 

In the same lot was an elegant lady’s walking outfit from the early 1890s. We 

also managed to secure a rare lady’s cycling skirt, c.1910. The skirt is divided, 

but the divide is concealed by a buttoned and pleated section. This piece is 

a real find and is an important item of social and sporting dress history. The 

lot also contained an Edwardian blouse and a sports corset - further useful 

additions to the collections and items that we have been hoping to acquire 

for some time.  The November sale at Kerry Taylor Auctions gave us the 

chance to purchase 

another wonderful and 

long sought-after piece; an 

Aesthetic dress from 

department store Liberty of 

London, dating to the 

1890s. It is in the form of a 

copper satin tea gown 

which has been designed 

to look Medieval in style. 

The label is stamped 

‘Liberty & Co Ltd Artistic 

and Historic Costume 

Studio’. 

Aesthetic 

dress is highly 

Taking delivery of the riding habit, which is labelled ‘Wolmerhausen, Military Tailor 

and Habit Maker to Her Majesty’.  

Full view and detail of the 1890s Aesthetic gown 

from Liberty of London purchased from Kerry Taylor 

Auctions. Images © Kerry Taylor Auctions.  
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sought after as it tells the story of alternative 

fashions of the late 19th century when those of a 

more artistic persuasion expressed themselves in 

garments that were both comfortable and 

elegant. Liberty & Co. is renowned for having 

embraced this section of the market; selling the 

best and most imaginative pieces. Few survive.  

 

Donations:  
 

The collection has received a total of 77 

donations during 2017/18. These include a Mary 

Quant rain poncho from c.1970, a charming 

1930s evening ensemble of black lace with floral 

appliqué, a matching bolero jacket and fan. The 

Worth gown mentioned in our Acquisitions section 

was also donated. This important piece has an 

associated coronet as it was worn for the 

coronation of Edward VII. The gown itself is from 

the Winter 

1897 

collection and bears a rare date 

stamp on the label. This is the only 

year during the 19th century when 

the House of Worth dated their 

garments, making it a very important 

find in terms of dating other Worth 

pieces. It was brought to us with a 

large group of 50 items from the 

estate of a collector; Shelagh Lovett-

Turner who had recently passed 

away. The pieces donated have been carefully selected by the Keeper of 

Costume. They all fill gaps that we have in our collection and will add a 

great deal in terms of quality and educational value. 

 

Loans:  

 
 The loan to the Fan Museum, Greenwich, of a 1770s block printed linen 

gown ended in May 2017. This gown added interest and context to the 

Fan Museum’s beautiful display of Biblical Fans.  
 We secured a number of important loans in from other institutions. It was 

felt that we required items associated with the Women’s Suffrage 

Movement for our exhibition Fashion and Freedom (see details below). 

We approached the Museum of London who have a world-famous 

collection of artefacts associated with women’s suffrage and managed 

to gain agreement to borrow the following items: a hunger strike medal 

Evening gown by the House of 

Worth, 1897, photographed in the 

conservation studio.  M.2017.013 

Date stamped Worth label inside the bodice of  

M.2017.013 
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with associated box, a Holloway medal and a Holloway brooch. These 

were all items presented to the Suffragette Louise Lilley upon her release 

from Holloway prison. In addition we were also able to borrow 2 

Suffragette badges and an important Suffragette sash (the sash was 

only on loan for 6 months due to the delicate nature of the textile). 

Petersfield Museum have lent us an ‘Aesthetic’ dress which is very similar 

to those worn by prominent suffrage campaigners. The Hopkins 

Collection lent a wonderful pair of women’s cycling bloomers as well as 

a ladies stiff collar and box and a belt buckle decorated in the colours 

of the Suffragette movement. Further private collectors have allowed us 

to borrow a copy of the Suffragette newspaper ’Votes for Women’ and 

a Suffragette brooch. The administration time and costs associated with 

these loans has been considerable, but they add a great deal to the 

display.  
 

Temporary Exhibitions - Fashion Gallery: 
 

 The Waisted Efforts exhibition remained in place until Saturday 2nd 

September 2017. Charting the history of the waistline from the 1750s to 

the 1950s, it has had great relevance for fashion students and 

researchers as well as the public in general. The display took the 

waistline as its starting point and discussed how this has influenced the 

look of fashions as a whole. It also examined the way in which the 

position and style of the waistline in fashion has reflected changing 

social and economic circumstances. A thought provoking display, it 

was very popular with general visitors, researchers and students alike 

and has spawned a very popular talk.   

  

Current Fashion Exhibition - Fashion and Freedom 
 

 Fashion and Freedom, Women’s Emancipation and Dress, opened on 

Saturday 17th September 2017. It is designed to coincide with the 100th 

anniversary of women gaining the vote in 2018. The exhibition includes 

women’s garments 

from the 1840s through 

to the 1980s. It looks at 

the changing styles of 

dress and how these 

are clues to the ways 

in which women slowly 

gained greater 

freedoms over the 140 

year span of the 

display. The exhibition 

seeks to inform visitors 

about women’s lives 
View of the Fashion and Freedom exhibition, open from September 

2017 to September 2018.  
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and the ways in which they altered; and how these changes can be 

charted in the clothes they wore. It includes day wear, evening wear 

and sports clothing as well as accessories and underwear. As discussed, 

there is also an important section on the Women’s Suffrage Movement. 

This gives an overview of the struggle for the vote and then outlines the 

picture as it was locally. The themes of dress and the Suffragette 

movement are covered (the display includes the Suffragette stockings 

purchased recently), as well as an arson attack which took place in 

Englefield Green, near Egham. This element provides a fascinating and 

relevant aspect to the struggle for the vote, and we have included a 

booklet on the history of the Women’s Suffrage Movement as it 

occurred locally. This is available to browse in the gallery and to by in 

the shop. The display has been a great success so far. It was well 

received and is popular with visitors of all kinds. The theme has allowed 

us to tap into the national commemorations of the anniversary of 

women gaining the vote and this in turn has gained us much publicity. 

Talks on this theme have been extremely popular and these have 

encouraged more visitors through the door.  

 

Enquiries and Research 

 
 From April 2017 to the end of March 2018, a total of 528 people gained 

special access to the collection through general enquiries (238), 

individual visits to the reserve collection (16), group visits & talks (278). In 

terms of talks, we are up 30% on last year, with 278 people attending 

talks from the Keeper of Costume, which is very good news and a 

reflection on the growing popularity of the collection. As talks become 

more popular, so individuals recommend us to new groups. The U3A 

and the WI are now established as regular recipients of talks, and they 

have branches all over Surrey. Many talks have taken place outside of 

the Keeper of Costume’s normal hours, so the Trust’s continued support 

through overtime payments has allowed for greater flexibility when it 

comes to responding to enquiries.  
 We welcomed groups from the local area with talks to the Chertsey WI, 

the Wey Valley Textile Workshop, Addlestone Historical Society, the 

Friends of Chertsey Museum, Egham WI, the Chertsey Society, Woking 

Active Retirement Club and the Windsor branch of the U3A. Our ability 

to respond swiftly to enquiries and requests; carefully tailoring visits to 

specific requirements, means that we are often favoured over the 

larger London collections and receive much positive feedback.  
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Education and Interpretation 
 

Schools: 
 Our Education Officers Sally Turner and 

Heidi Dawley have continued to 

provide sessions which incorporate the 

Olive Matthews Collection. The 

Education Department has been able 

to make regular use of the fashion 

displays in their visits for school children, 

especially the ‘Clothes in the Past’ 

session, which was chosen by a number 

of primary schools. The Waisted Efforts 

exhibition helped children to 

understand the chronology of fashions 

as they changed over an extended 

time period, as well as the ways in which 

the different silhouettes were achieved. 

The current Fashion and Freedom 

display has considerable focus on the 

Victorians, a popular area of the 

curriculum for primary school children. It 

also includes a number of pieces of swimwear which ties into ‘Seaside’ 

sessions - one of our most popular themes for younger school children. 

The dressing up elements included in both exhibitions have also been 

greatly enjoyed by school groups. During informal art and craft activities 

children have also used the fashion displays as inspiration. A-level and 

GCSE students have continued to make regular visits to the fashion 

galleries, using the pieces displayed as starting points for special 

research projects. The After School Club at the local Weybridge 

secondary school, St Georges College benefitted from specially tailored 

sessions on a number of Museum-related themes, including Georgian 

fashion. A slide presentation and replica dress to try on and investigate 

formed part of the fashion session.  

  
Colleges: 
 Central St Martins Fashion History and Theory students came for their 

annual talk on 19th century women’s dress and the history of the 

collection, as well as a tour of the galleries and a chance to view a 

wide selection of reserve collection pieces. Many other students in 

tertiary education have also come independently to see pieces.  

 
Adult Education & Events: 
 In April 2017, Carol Ransom gave a light-hearted talk on the history of 

underwear which linked well to the Waisted Efforts exhibition. In the 

Enjoying the dressing up area of the Fashion 

and Freedom display. The dress on the left is 

a direct replica of a garment in the 

exhibition.  
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same month Grace Evans, Keeper of 

Costume, gave a talk on the history of 

waistlines to the Chertsey WI.  

 May saw a big event in partnership with 

the Fan Circle International. 54 members of 

this group attended a talk in St Peter’s 

church hall from Grace Evans on 18th 

century dress and saw a number of our 

18th century fans. They then received 

guided tours of the Museum.  

 In June the Wey Valley Textile Workshop 

from Godalming visited the Museum. They 

had a talk on the history of waistlines and 

saw a number of garments from the 

collection.  

 September saw the opening of Fashion and Freedom with a well 

attended private view event.  

 In October The Addlestone Historical Society received a talk from 

Grace Evans on women’s emancipation and dress.  

 In November the Friends of Chertsey Museum received the same talk, 

as did Egham WI, and the 

Chertsey Society received a talk 

about fashion and the Titanic.  

 January saw the annual visit of 

Central St Martins, and students 

received a talk about the history 

of the collection and then 

marvelled at the wonderful 

garments that they were able to 

see in the flesh.  

 The Woking Active Retirement 

Club had a talk about the Olive 

Matthews Collection in February, 

as did the Windsor U3A. This was 

also the month that we celebrated the 100th anniversary of the passing 

of the Representation of the People Act. Irene Cockroft, author and 

independent curator gave us a very enjoyable talk on Women’s 

Suffrage.  

 In March the Keeper of Costume and Education Officer Sally Turner took 

part in a careers event at Brooklands Museum. This was organised by 

the Surrey County Council ‘Learning on my Doorstep’ initiative which 

sought to inform school leavers about careers in the heritage sector.  

 

Television Coverage: 

 
 During May 2017 Chertsey Museum was filmed for TV as part of the 

Irene Cockroft giving her talk on 

Suffragettes in February 2018.  

Grace Evans  and Sally Turner with their Chertsey 

Museum display at Brooklands Careers Fair.  
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television series Celebrity Antiques Road Trip. Grace Evans was 

interviewed in a segment of the show which explored the fashion 

collection, mentioning both the Museum and the Olive Matthews 

Collection. The episode was aired in the Autumn of 2017.    
 

Professional Development: 
 

 The Keeper of Costume attended a number of study days and 

exhibitions during the course of 2017/18. These included at trip to the 

School of Historical Dress in South London and a guided tour from the 

Curator of the Balenciaga exhibition at the V&A, which was organised 

by the Southern Counties Costume Society.  

 

Volunteers: 
 
 Barbara Prowle - long-term fashion volunteer - continued to provide 

valuable help with collections care projects as well as replicas for the 

fashion exhibition. She completed the task of creating photographic 

labels for all the hanging dress, (around 237 pieces). This makes it much 

easier to identify garments quickly in the stores without causing 

damage and taking up time undoing dress bags.  
 Kaye East, who assists with local history 

projects at the Museum, has also carried 

out fashion plate accessioning for the 

Olive Matthews Collection.  
  
Costume Assistant:  

 
 In September Jane Forrest, formerly a 

volunteer and contractor for the Olive 

Matthews Collection, became our new 

Costume Assistant. Jane is working mainly 

on the preparation of mannequins for 

display. Her talent for mannequin padding 

and the creation of underpinnings is 

taking our displays to the next level and 

her work is invaluable to the success of our 

fashion exhibitions. Her skill has been 

harnessed for the display of dress in other 

temporary exhibitions throughout the 

Museum and Jane also turns her hand to 

the making of replica garments for our 

dressing up area; producing a beautiful 

copy of a shot silk day gown from the 

1840s (see photo on p.9).   

Jane Forrest, Costume Assistant, working 

on the mannequin for a man’s court suit 

ahead of our forthcoming Dressed for Best 

exhibition.  
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General Museum 

Updates 

 
Non Fashion 

Developments: 
 In Spring 2017 an 

exhibition entitled At 

Your Leisure opened in 

the Discovery Zone. This 

charts the history of 

leisure activities in the 

borough. A number of 

items from the Olive 

Matthews Collection 

feature including an 

1850s parasol, 1930s 

swimming costume and Olive Matthews’ own ice and roller skates 

which date from the early 20th century. The display For Your Tomorrows 

will follow in Spring 2018. This exhibition will discuss life in the Borough 

during the years following the First World War.  
 The Temporary Exhibition Gallery played host to a diverse and 

informative group of exhibitions during the course of the year. Our 

period began with a display about local artist Margaret Robinson. 

Margaret sadly died in December 2016 and this exhibition was a 

celebration of her work. It contained pieces from the Chertsey Museum 

collections as well as items lent by those who knew her.  
 This was followed by an important display on the history of St Ann’s Hill. 

This Chertsey beauty spot has had a long and fascinating history 

stretching from the Iron Age to the present. It is perhaps most notable as 

the home of Whig politician Charles James Fox. Artefacts associated 

with the Hill’s past included sketch books containing drawings of Fox’s 

home by artist JMW Turner, lent by the Tate Gallery.  
 The St Ann’s Hill exhibition was followed by Fancy a Cuppa?; an 

exhibition exploring the history of tea from its early exponents to its 

popularity in modern times. This exhibition provided a chance to display 

the black tea gown from the Olive Matthews Collection as well as a 

number of the OMC tea caddies, the orchid tea set and the beautiful 

Regency tea set which features a mother and her child.  
 The annual display showcasing the talents of A-level and GCSE students 

from Sir William Perkins’ School, Chertsey followed. The work was of an 

exceptionally high standard.  
 Just squeezing into our period was the exhibition Liquid History which 

explores the rivers of the Borough. The Museum worked in partnership 

with Runnymede Borough Council’s River Celebration Festival 2018, and 

gained funding to create a short film featuring interviews with the 

Shot of the St Ann’s Hill exhibition showing items relating to Charles 

James Fox and his family including the wax wreath from Lady 

Holland’s chapel on the Hill.  
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people who live and work by or on the river. It also includes some of our 

most precious early artefacts, such as the Bronze Age socketed axe with 

jointed wooden haft, c.1200-500BC.   
 The above temporary exhibitions benefitted from the purchase of two 

brand new cases from Click Netherfield - a desk case identical to the 

one purchased by the OMC last year and a taller case with in-built 

lighting. These allow our objects to be shown off to their best 

advantage.  
 The Museum has many regular planned events.  The Friends of Chertsey 

Museum have themed trips and talks throughout the year. Other events 

include ‘15 minutes of Fun’ - a drop-in craft activity for children, 

‘Museum Monkeys’ which is aimed at pre-school children, and ‘Tea and 

a Talk’, which is aimed at the over 50s age group and features local 

history talks by the Curator. The Young Archaeologists’ Club is also 

thriving with visits to places of interest and events at the Museum. ‘Fun 

with Fabric’, an adult education group runs on a monthly basis as do 

the popular ‘Craft and Wine’ evenings.  
 The Museum garden benefitted from major re-landscaping and re-

planting during our period. Over-large and shade-producing trees were 

taken down and a new layout was created with help from a dedicated 

team from the Friends of Chertsey Museum. The garden now has 

extended seating areas, paths and a water feature. It is a much smarter 

and more welcoming space for visitors to enjoy. A number of local 

charities and businesses contributed towards the work and they are 

commemorated on a plaque situated on the back of the building.    
 The ‘Chertsey Museum App’ - a Smartphone application - has been 

updated with further new content. It includes a Gallery Guide, where 

visitors can discover more about our star objects by entering an ’Object 

Stop’ code into their phones.  
 Chertsey Museum is making good use of social media to promote 

events, exhibitions and other fascinating stories linked to the collections. 

The fashion collection has had much publicity through tweets and posts 

on Instagram and Facebook and this is a highly effective marketing 

tool.  
 We also welcomed the expansion of the Education department with 

the appointment of a new member of staff. Tamsin Birch, part-time 

Education Assistant, joined us in March 2018. She will help to enhance 

and deliver further education sessions for primary schools.  
 

Website: 
 Our website has continued to be developed. The site includes text and 

images from previous exhibitions, including those in the Fashion Gallery, 

and researchers are now regularly using the database to identify items 

that they wish to view during research visits. A separate area of the 

website has been dedicated to more in-depth information about 

current fashion exhibitions. This year there is an extended section on 
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local Suffragette activity. There is also catalogue information about the 

items displayed but this is only available once visitors have been to the 

Museum and picked up an exhibition leaflet. The idea is to encourage 

visitors to come to the Museum to see the exhibition in person rather 

than relying on a virtual experience. Once visitors have seen the display 

they have a URL that they can type into their browser. This brings up 

images and catalogue entries for each exhibit. When exhibitions are 

finished they live on in virtual form on the website, and these, as well as 

the online catalogue are also available on our touchscreen in the 

Fashion Gallery. It is also possible to order books from the website and 

from the Museum via Amazon.  
 

Plans for 2018/19 
 Work is now well underway for our next exhibition: Dressed for Best, 

which opens on the 22nd September 2018 and closes on the 31st 

August 2019. It will showcase some of the most luxurious and high-status 

garments in the Olive Matthews Collection, of which there are many. 

The theme allows us to discuss the ideas behind formal dress, such as 

the concepts of tradition, symbolism and fashion that these garments 

embody. The display will feature pieces from the 18th century through 

to the 1950s, and in addition to bridal wear and evening wear, a 

number of pieces connected to royalty will be on show. These include 

Court dress for both men and women as well as a richly decorated 

gown said to have been worn by Queen Mary. The Worth gown 

mentioned earlier was worn to the Coronation of Edward VII and will be 

displayed alongside its associated coronet. The gallery is due to have a 

make-over and be transformed into a glittering ballroom befitting the 

status of the pieces on display. Jane Forrest has been working hard on 

padding mannequins and creating underpinnings for these varied and 

sometimes challenging items.  

 October 2018 will see the opening of a further exhibition curated by the 

Keeper of Costume. A Stitch in Time explores beautiful embroidered 

pieces from the Olive Matthews Collection. Encompassing our earliest 

17th century items through to a stunning Japanese kimono from the 

1920s, the display will also feature 18th century embroidered garments 

and accessories, Berlin woolwork pieces and a wide range of samplers. 

Plans are underway to incorporate live embroidery sessions during the 

run of the exhibition. These will be carried out by students from the Royal 

School of Needlework.   

 The Temporary Exhibition Gallery will again see a wide variety of local 

and more general thematic displays. The current Liquid History 

exhibition will remain in place until the opening of A Stitch in Time. This 

will be followed by Sir William Perkins’ School’s annual art exhibition. A 

major exhibition about the history of Chertsey Abbey is planned for the 

Spring of 2019.  

 Other work connected to Chertsey Abbey has also been going on 
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behind the scenes. We are in the 

process of creating a 3D 

computer model of it in its mid-

14th century heyday. Over the 

last few months exhibition 

designer James Cumper has 

been pouring over 

archaeological reports and 

historic information to create an 

accurate model of the abbey - or at least the best guess version. The 

basic plan of the church is from the surviving foundations excavated in 

the 1850s and 1950s supplemented with information from Barking Abbey 

as a guide for the other buildings and the general layout. The Abbey 

was built in the Romanesque style so 

the overall look is based upon 

Winchester Cathedral, St Albans 

Cathedral, Durham Cathedral and 

St Magnus Cathedral in Kirkwall. 

Once the finishing touches have 

been made to the model it will be 

installed, on a touch-screen PC, in 

the Runnymede Room. The next 

stage of the project is to produce 

additional information about the 

abbey to accompany it and form 

the basis of learning resources for local schools. The project has been 

supported by County Councillor Mark Nuti, Neil Taylor of World Cargo 

Logistics, and the Friends of Chertsey Museum.  

 As part of the programme of events connected with the current Fashion 

and Freedom exhibition, a study day has been planned in partnership 

with the Southern Counties Costume Society. This will take place in June 

2018 and will feature papers from Grace Evans on Women’s 

Emancipation and Dress and fashion lecturer Nicola Sowter on the work 

of Madeleine Vionnet. Talks from Grace Evans are also booked during 

2018/19 for the New Haw and Woodham WI, the Godalming 

Townswomen’s Guild, the Windsor U3A and the Esher WI. 

 To further mark the anniversary of 100 years since women gained the 

vote, Chertsey Museum will host an ’Equalitea’ on the 23rd June with a 

talk from Harriet Costelloe, archivist at Royal Holloway College, which 

will look at how alumni of the college were involved in the fight for 

Women’s Suffrage.   

 Following the granting of planning permission, we hope to begin work 

to create new storage areas and possibly a study space at our off-site 

store. We are looking forward to working with the Trust’s chosen 

architect in order to make the very most of the space available. Work 

has begun to identify a temporary location for the items stored off-site 

while refurbishment takes place.   
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 As part of her on-going professional development, Grace Evans will be 

attending a variety of conferences, exhibitions and study days during 

2018/19. These include a Dress and Textile Specialists ‘Woven Cloth 

Workshop’ at the V&A, which takes an advanced look at the structure 

and identification of a variety of different textiles. This will help to further 

interpret and catalogue pieces within the Olive Matthews Collection.  


