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The Friends of Chertsey Museum are a support group formed in 1994 to foster interest in Chertsey Museum and to 
provide the Curators with practical help. The Friends are governed by their constitution adopted at the inaugural 
meeting, as subsequently amended. General management and direction of the funds and affairs of The Friends are 
in the hands of the Committee elected at the annual general meeting. There were regular meetings of the Committee 
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 Independent Examiner Mr John Briggs FMAAT 
  
  
 
 Contact address: 
 Chertsey Museum, The Cedars, 33 Windsor Street, Chertsey, Surrey KT16 8AT 
 e-mail: friends@chertseymuseum.org.uk    tel: 01932 565764 



Annual Report for the year ended 31 August 2017 
 
The year under review has been another eventful and varied one with the completion of two 
major projects: the First World War Archive - Runnymede Remembered and the redesign of the 
Museum garden, more of which later. 
 
The year began in September with the opening of a new fashion 
exhibition, Waisted Efforts. The exhibition charted the changing styles 
of the waistline in fashion from the 1750s to the 1950s. Highlights 
included a stunning ‘sack-back’ gown from the 1770s, a man’s suit 
from the 1780s, examples of women’s high-waisted Regency clothing, 
a flapper dress from the 1920s and lovely examples of 1950s ‘New 
Look’ styles. 
 

Later in the month Vikings from Regia Anglorum 
descended on Chertsey’s Abbeyfields. The group 
led by Roland Williamson set up camp on the field 
across the road from the Museum and 
demonstrated weaving and other craft activities. 
There were displays of weaponry skills with Vikings 
wielding swords, axes and knives before a large, 
appreciative audience. We stopped counting in the 
early afternoon when we had reached over 550 
visitors. We are grateful to Thorpe Park Resort who 
funded such a fabulous day. 

 
To round off September Glen Skelton from the Surrey Wildlife Trust, gave a talk about the trust’s 
Riversearch project and how volunteers are improving the fortune of Surrey’s rivers. This talk was 
linked to the exhibition Wild about Runnymede. 
 
In October an exhibition of photographs by Douglas Kurn, Portraits 
of Runnymede, opened in the Temporary Exhibition Galley. Doug’s 
work covered a broad canvas: from the Chertsey Agricultural Show 
to the Addlestone One development, Egham Bowls Club to boat 
builders, and Chertsey Town Football Club to shopkeepers and 
artists. 
 
At our Annual General Meeting we remembered Margaret Robinson, 
local artist and puppeteer, Friend and neighbour, who had died earlier in the month. Heather 
Graham and Jim Knight were elected to the committee, replacing Lorna Dalgleish, Chris Haines 
and Tim Hardesty who stood down after many years of service. The guest speaker, Hannah Lane 
gave an interesting insight into the History of Ottershaw. 

 
 November saw Chertsey Museum increase its digital offering 
 when Runnymede Remembered - First World War Archive 
  went online. This long-running project documents the Great 
  War in the borough through the pages of the Surrey Herald 
  newspaper. The public now has access to somewhere in the 
  region of 6,000 images taken by volunteer and committee  
  member Jim Knight as part of the Museum’s centenary  
   commemorations. In our Curator Emma Warren’s words 
   “This collection of images has been a labour of love for 

   all concerned and it is gratifying that it is now available to  
   interested parties across the world, and not just limited to  
   those visiting the Museum.” Our thanks go to Jim for his 
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dedication and hard work. Not content with one digital offering, a new 
gallery guide for visitors with smart phones was introduced in the Museum’s 
galleries. The guide can be downloaded onto the visitor’s smart phone. By 
keying in object numbers, displayed within the cases, visitors are able to 
access additional information about some of the star objects on display. The 
guide is part of the free Chertsey Museum App which brings to life the 
Museum’s collection of historic photographs. The app is available for both 
iphone/ipad and android devices. 
 

To get us into the festive spirit we welcomed back Paul Harding from 
Discover History, who gave an enlightening talk on the traditions of 
Christmas. Paul has the knack of conveying historical facts in a light hearted 
and entertaining way, putting us in the mood for our annual carol service the 
following month at St Peter’s Church. The service was followed by mulled wine and mince pies in 
the Museum, which was suitably dressed for the occasion. 

 
December also saw the conclusion of a year-long project entitled A Year in the Life of Chertsey 
Museum. Each working day, staff took a photograph relating to the work of the Museum. These 
images were shared on social media at the time they were taken, successfully giving the 
Museum increased exposure and publicity online. At the end of the project an album was 
produced so that the Museum retains a hard copy of this fascinating insight into the work of the 
Museum during 2016.  
 
Early in the New Year an art and design show featuring work by 
students from Sir William Perkins’s School opened in the Temporary 
Exhibition Gallery. The display included sketchbooks, sculptures, 
paintings, drawings and prints created by the students for their GCSE 
and A–level portfolios and demonstrated the wealth of young artistic 
talent in the area. 
 
In February in the Discovery Zone, the Highway Robbery display, 
which told the stories of some of the highwaymen who had frequented the area, was replaced by 
At Your Leisure. This new exhibition looks at the history of leisure in the borough. In a wide 
ranging sweep, the exhibition takes in the growth in the 18th century of cricket in Chertsey and 
horse racing in Egham as well as the more sedentary pleasure gardens and tea gardens of the 
age. The display includes water pursuits and less energetic activities such as going to fairs, 
circuses and the cinema. The exhibition remains on view until mid-January 2018. 

  

In March a Margaret Robinson Retrospective, curated by our 
Vice Chairman, Victor Spink, opened in the Temporary Exhibition 
Gallery. The exhibition demonstrated Margaret’s talents both as an 
artist and as a puppeteer, with references to her work on The 
Hounds of the Baskervilles (1957), The Mummy (1959) and The 
Brides of Dracula (1960) for Hammer Films at Bray Studios. 
 
 
 
 

That same month committee member, Richard Williams, led us 
on a tour of Royal Holloway College taking in the Founder’s 
building, chapel, quadrangles, dining hall and the picture gallery 
where we enjoyed afternoon tea. The tour also took a look at 
the new Library and Student Services Centre, on the east side 
of Founder’s, as it neared completion. We thank Richard for 
organising such a splendid visit.  
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As an aside, the Friends had acquired the previous autumn an 
original 1850s advertisement for Thomas Holloway’s ointment for the 
Museum’s collection. 
  

In April Carol Ransom gave a light-hearted talk on The History of 
Knickers; from drawers to pantaloons, briefs to knickers, she 
illustrated the changing styles and fashions of ladies undergarments. 
In a complete contrast later in the month, Emma Warren led a short 
walk around the Abbeyfields to celebrate St Erkenwald’s Day. Emma 
explained the significance of Chertsey Abbey from its foundation by 
St Erkenwald in 666AD until the dissolution in 1538. We were 
pleased to welcome our friends from St Edward’s Brotherhood, 
Brookwood on that occasion.  
 
In May the Museum’s summer exhibition, St Ann’s Hill: From Hillfort to Country Park, opened. 
This exhibition tells the story of some of the people and buildings that have shaped St Ann’s Hill. 
Pride of place in the exhibition is a JMW Turner sketchbook on loan from Tate Britain. Turner 
came to St Ann’s Hill sometime between 1827 and 1830 to sketch the “villa and garden” of 
Charles James Fox and the sketchbook contains studies of St Ann’s Hill drawn to illustrate 
Samuel Roger’s Poems published in 1834. A copy of Poems is displayed alongside the 
sketchbook. 

 
In June we visited the National Archives at Kew, where we 
were met by Dr Euan Roger, who had spoken at our AGM 
two years ago. We were privileged to be shown the 
Chertsey Abbey Cartulary and other original documents 
relating to Chertsey Abbey. In the afternoon, there was an 
interesting presentation on the suffragette movements, 
particularly relevant to the next fashion exhibition, Fashion 
and Freedom.  
 
 

 
 
Throughout most of June and into July the major project to 
redesign the Museum garden took place. Committee member 
Mags Thomas took the lead on this project and seemed to 
spend every waking hour in the garden, working alongside 
the landscape designer Bob Rogers from BDR Landscapes 
and the other garden volunteers, including Carol Botterill and 
Richard Williams. We could not have achieved the end result 
without their help and the tremendous financial support we 
received from a variety of sources. We are pleased to 
acknowledge the following: Chertsey Combined Charity, the 
Community Foundation for Surrey, the Worshipful Company 
of Gardeners, Surrey Garden Trust, Woking Crematorium, 
Kerry Foods, the Challenge Network, the Olive Matthews 
Collection, Silverland Stone, The Farm Shop Lyne, Lodge 
Brothers and last, but not least, gifts in memory of Margaret 
Robinson and Beryl Newman. The Friends also allocated a 
legacy received from the late Patricia Pardoe to the project. 
 

The Black Cherry Fair open day on the second Saturday in 
July attracted a lot of visitors. Some Time Later entertained 
the visitors in the newly designed garden. We again had an information stall on the Abbeyfield, 
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which won the prize for the best stall for the second 
year running. Our thanks go to all those who helped at 
on the day. 
 
Towards the end of July a coach party visited Brighton 
Museum and Art Gallery where we were received by 
our great friend, Martin Pel, Curator of Costume & 
Textiles. In two groups Martin show us the Museum’s 
vast fashion store and a number of items from the 
collection. This was a rare treat for us all. 
 
The monthly and seasonal rounds of activities have 
continued with children’s holiday activities, 15 Minutes 
of Fun, Museum Monkeys, Young Archaeology Club, 
Fun with Fabric, Craft and Wine evenings for adults, 
and the Memory Box Café for people living with dementia and their carers.  
  

We have continued membership of the British Association of Friends of Museums (BAfM). We 
have also maintained membership of the British Association for Local History, which provides 
cost effective public liability insurance.  
  
At the end of the year we had 52 individual members and 60 family members and 43 honorary 
and life members. 
  
Income reserves amounted to £10,998  at the end of the year. The Committee’s policy on 
reserves is to hold sufficient funds to meet expenditure in the following twelve months and to 
build up a reserve to help fund future projects and acquisitions for the Museum collections. In 
deciding which activities to support, the Committee pays due regard to the Charity Commission’s 
guidance on public benefit. During the year the Committee adopted a financial policy. The 
attached accounts have been drawn up on the receipts and payments basis which is consistent 
with the previous year.  
  
The Friends do not have sufficient funds to invest in longer term investments. All funds are held in 
cash using only banks covered by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme or the Charities 
Official Investment Fund. 
  
The Committee has identified the major risks to which we believe The Friends are exposed and 
has established systems to mitigate them. These include systems of internal controls designed to 
provide reasonable assurance against material mismanagement or financial loss. 
  
We cannot end this report without thanking Emma Warren, and all the Museum staff and 
volunteers for their tremendous support and cooperation throughout the year. We look forward to 
working together again in the coming year. 
  
Approved by the Committee on 18 September 2019 and signed on their behalf by 
 
 

Christine Dunster 

 
Chairman 
  
 
 

“Evacuee” Jim Knight & “ARP Warden” Mags Thomas 

at Black Cherry Fair 


